
STAFF REPORT
It appears that a federal

grand jury will soon be tak-
ing a look at the largest
methamphetamine bust in
Marion’s history.
Commonwealth Attorney

Zac Greenwell advised Cir-
cuit Judge Rene Williams
last Thursday of the U.S. At-
torney’s decision to take the
drug case involving Joshua
“Jason” Jones to U.S. Dis-
trict Court in Paducah on
March 10.
When Jones, 31, of Marion

was arrested in November,
investigators say he was in
possession of 341.6 grams of
methamphetamine and
other drugs and items re-
lated to suspected traffick-
ing. Local law enforcement
says the cache of meth
found with Jones was the
most ever recovered during
an arrest in Marion and Crit-
tenden County.
Jones was originally

charged according to Ken-
tucky criminal code and
those charges are still pend-

ing in Critten-
den Circuit
Court. How-
ever due to the
quantity of
drugs involved
and other fac-
tors in the
case, the U.S.
Attorney’s Of-
fice has taken it.
Jones appeared in Critten-

den Circuit Court last
Thursday. He pleaded guilty
to a felony charge of evading
police and other lesser

crimes as the result of a
high-speed chase Oct. 27
near Tolu. He received a
one-year sentence in that
case.
Over a week after ditching

his a vehicle in the northern
part of the county and get-
ting away from police, Jones
was captured Nov. 6 by offi-
cers, acting on a tip. He was
found asleep behind the
wheel of a car parked in a
driveway in Marion. Jones 

See DRUGS/page 8

STATE HIGHWAY DEATHS
FIGURES RISE IN 2019
Highway fatalities in Kentucky

increased last year according to
preliminary numbers from the Ken-
tucky Transportation Cabinet. Ini-
tial data indicate there were 734
fatalities in 2019, compared to 724
in 2018. “A single death is one too
many,” said KYTC Secretary Jim
Gray. “And our 2020 Recom-
mended Highway Plan is our com-
mitment to improving highway
safety. Through this plan Gov.
Beshear calls for a historic $100
million investment in the Highway
Safety Improvement Program and
an aggressive move to install more
than 100 miles of life-saving
guardrail across the Common-
wealth.” The fatality figures will re-
main preliminary until all highway
crash data are collected. A final re-
port will be released in April. So far
in 2020, preliminary numbers indi-
cate there have been 56 roadway
fatalities, down 17 compared to the
same time last year. There were no
automobile motorists killed in traf-
fic crashes in Crittenden County in
2019, but one passenger on a mo-
torcycle died as a result of a crash
on Ky. 135 and a Marion woman
died when a truck crashed into her
home on Old Morganfield Road.

HIGHWAY DEATHS IN KY

ferry will remain closed
The Cave in Rock Ferry remains
closed for high water on the Ohio
River. Backwaters are over the Ky. 91
approach on the Crittenden County
side of the river. Officials at the ferry
office said on Tuesday afternoon
that it could be serveral more days
until the ferry is able to resume op-
erations. The best guess is that it
will remain closed until next week
some time.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
•Crittenden Fiscal Court will meet

in regular session at 8:30 a.m., next
Thursday at the Crittenden County
Courthouse.

•Crittenden-Livingston Water Dis-
trict will hold its monthly directors
meeting at 5 p.m., Monday at its
headquarters in Salem.
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Acclaimed musician, instructor dies. Page 10
Winstead was named Distinguished Alumnus in 2017

Facebook
Join our more than 
6,000  followers
@CrittendenPress

Whether it’s a superload rolling through town,
local ballgames or another fascinating event in
the daily lives of Crittenden County residents,
The Press is almost always right there. See our
videos at The-Press.com, on Facebook or at
our YouTube or Twitter channels. We also have
a platform on SnapChat. Let us promote your
product or event across our multi-media audi-
ence that can reach over 10,000 people daily.

Jones

County
Census
figures
1850 ........6,351
1860 ........8,796
1870 ........9,381
1880.......11,688
1890 .......13,119
1900 .......15,191
1910.......13,296
1920.......13,125
1930 .......11,931
1940 .......12,115
1950.......10,818
1960........8,648
1970 ........8,493
1980 ........9,207
1990 ........9,196
2000 .......9,384
2010 ........9,315
2011* ......9,249
2012*......9,223
2013* ......9,179
2014* ......9,176
2015* ......9,169
2016* ......9,133
2017* ......9,021
2018* ......8,915

*Estimates

Marion
Census
figures
1870............102
1880 ...........833
1890 ...........840
1900 ........1,064
1910 .........1,627
1920 .........1,718
1930.........1,892
1940.........2,163
1950 ........2,375
1960 ........2,468
1970 ........3,008
1980 ........3,392
1990 ........3,320
2000 ........3,196
2010 ........3,039
2011*.......3,015
2012* ......3,003
2013* ......2,984
2014* ......2,976
2015* ......2,970
2016* ......2,951
2017* .......2,911
2018* ......2,872

*Estimates

Local leaders getting Census
lesson with bacon on Friday
STAFF REPORT
Local government offi-

cials say it’s easy to quan-
tify how important the
upcoming U.S. Census is
when it comes to federal
money for area programs.
Understanding what

each citizen is worth is
pretty obvious because
the Census affects so
many programs that
touch so many people,
said Crittenden County
Judge-Executive Perry
Newcom.
“I want our community

to be aware of the Census
and to not confuse it with
some other government
surveys that might be
done for whatever rea-
son,” Newcom said.
Citizen cooperation is

paramount to getting a
good count of Crittenden
County residents, which
plays a key role in deter-
mining how much money
the community receives

from government pro-
grams such as grants,
school lunch programs,
Medicaid, foster care and
road aid funding, which is
sorely needed here.
On Friday, community

leaders will come together

for their quarterly break-
fast at Marion’s Ed-Tech
Center. The regular ren-
dezvous of this cross-sec-
tion of community figures
is aimed at creating
awareness and coopera-
tion. Newcom said that
makes it a perfect oppor-
tunity for Census liaison
Kisha Mische Jeffrey to
present information
about the enumeration
process of counting every
American citizen. 
The county judge said

school principals should
have received last week
Statistics in Schools (SIS)
2020 Census materials
which included large col-
orful wall maps and an
administrator’s kit with a
letter for parents. 
The county’s population

has steadily fallen over
the past 120 years. New-
com hopes the 2020 Cen-
sus shows an increase
here.

Biggest meth bust case going federal

1.9g 4.3g 9g

$40 - $60 gram / $100 - $140 8•Ball

Small Town Thrill
Considerable fanfare surrounds 
big rig’s journey through town
STAFF REPORT
Until late last week there

hadn’t been much weighty
news in Marion for nearly
three years.
The excitement and at-

traction created by a
super-load cargo caravan
that crept through the
rural landscape of Critten-
den County at a 5-mph
pace and dodged and
weaved its way along the
narrow confines of down-
town Marion drew parade-
like crowds. Onlookers
lined the streets and high-
ways to watch the 400,000-
pound Wide Load Show
that took nearly three days
to get across the county –
counting a lengthy day-
and-a-half delay as permit
matters and best route op-
tions were sorted through.
The rig sat idle for that time
on a private farm near
Deanwood.
The wide-load with its

array of escorts and sup-

port crew originated from
Ohio just north of Cincin-
nati. The cargo, a large,
high-pressure tank fabri-
cated by a company called
Enerfab, was being hauled
on a 195-foot long trailer
en route to Aberdeen, Miss.
The polymer tank will be
used in a caulk-making
process.
On a local newsworthi-

ness scale, the wide load’s
journey through town
probably ranked right up
there with the B-1 Bomber
crash here Feb. 18, 1998,
the ice storm in late Janu-
ary and early February
2009 and the solar eclipse
in August 2017.
Why? The Press got some

of those answers from folks
who came out to watch,
and those can be viewed on
a video posted at The-
Press.com, which had re-
ceived more than 16,000 

See LOAD/page 10

Wide Load Show
A Crittenden County Sheriff’s Department cruiser leads the su-
perload caravan into the city limits on Friday on Ky. 120.

A Community Leadere-
ship Breakfast will be held
Friday at the Marion Ed-
Tech Center. The event is
open to the public and
sponsored by the Critten-
den County Chamber of
Commerce and Crittenden
County Economic Develop-
ment Corporation. Doors
open at 6:30 a.m, with
breakfast being served.
The program, will include a
presentation by Kisha Mis-
che Jeffrey, a partnership
specialist with the U.S.
Census Bureau.

2000  . . . . . . .823
2001  . . . . . . .843
2002  . . . . . . .915
2003  . . . . . . . 931
2004  . . . . . . .964
2005 . . . . . . . 985
2006  . . . . . . .913
2007  . . . . . . . 864
2008  . . . . . . .826
2009  . . . . . . .791

2010  . . . . . . .760
2011  . . . . . . . .721
2012  . . . . . . .746
2013     . . . . . .638
2014  . . . . . . .672
2015 . . . . . . . .761
2016  . . . . . . .834
2017  . . . . . . . 782
2018  . . . . . . .724
2019  . . . . . . .734 



Over the past 30 years
we have published a
handful of articles about
vicious dog incidents in
Marion. In the big
scheme of things, there
really haven’t been too
many considering the de-
mographics and historic
culture of our commu-
nity. Perhaps it is indeed
our culture that hasn’t
allowed many of these is-
sues to rise to the point
of public display.
The Press has reported

on dogs attacking dogs,

dogs attack-
ing neigh-
bors, dogs
a t t a c k i n g
c h i l d r e n ,
dogs biting
m a i l m e n ,
dogs run-
ning at large
and about
the local
leash law
and permits
required for every dog in
the county. Yes, every
one of them is supposed
to be registered, have its

proper vaccinations and
wear proof of such
around its neck, even
those running on lawns
in Frances, shepherding
farms in Tolu, pointing
upland birds in Sheridan
or hunting waterfowl in
the Tradewater bottoms.
It comes as some sur-

prise that every dog is
supposed to be licensed,
just as a car, boat or
marriage. Many in rural
Crittenden County are
probably not aware of the
ordinance. Certainly,

there are those with pets
who visit Marion-Critten-
den County Park that do
not know that the City of
Marion has a dog leash
law. Yes, if you take your
dog to the park, it is re-
quired to be on a leash.
The park, however, is
certainly pet friendly.
Thanks to the
benevolance of Mr. and
Mrs. T. Rankin Terry – a
Florida resident who
maintains an ancestral
home in Marion – the
park has what might be

called “poopy bags.” A
couple of plastic bag dis-
pensers are located
around the walking trail.
The bags are for pet
waste, which should, ac-
cording to commonsense,
be disposed of in the
nearest waste can.
Here’s a dog matter

that I bet is more discreet
than the requirement for
a rabies collar badge: Did
you know that someone
serving on felony proba-
tion is not allowed to
have a pit bull dog? Yep,

because parole officers
have been attacked while
conducting their routine
checks on parolees, that
particular breed isn’t al-
lowed if you’re “on
paper” – the slang term
for being on probation.

Chris Evans is editor and
publisher of The Crittenden
Press. He has been report-
ing on local news here
since 1986. You can con-
tact him at thepress@the-
press.com.
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As the Senate eagerly awaits
a budget proposal from the
House of Representatives, we
remain busy in Frankfort pass-
ing bills both out of committee
and out of the Senate to send
to our colleagues in the lower
chamber during a rainy sixth
week of the 2020 Regular Ses-
sion.

The governor has already
signed a couple of House Bills
(HB) into law. HB 236 incorpo-
rates federal United States De-
partment of Agriculture
guidelines related to hemp into
the Kentucky statute. It estab-
lishes hemp testing procedures
for the Kentucky Department
of Agriculture and opens up
private market testing to help
address a backlog of hemp
products. This bill benefits our
agriculture industry and Ken-
tucky hemp farmers.  HB 186
eliminates potentially costly re-
quirements for the more than
171,000 Kentuckians who op-
erate direct sale or multi-level
marketing businesses. 

Main topics of discussion
this week included measures
relating to students, health
care, and the overall well-being
of Kentuckians.

School safety legislation,
Senate Bill (SB) 8, is heading to
the governor’s desk following

its passage
in the House
late last
week. If
signed into
law, SB 8
would re-
quire trained
and certified
school re-
source offi-
cers to be
armed on
public school
campuses. It
would also
allow a
school su-
perintendent
to appoint
someone other than a district
level school administrator to
serve as the district's school
safety coordinator. This multi-
faceted measure also specifies
the goal of having at least one
school counselor or school-
based mental health services
provider for every 250 stu-
dents. This bill is a continua-
tion of the General Assembly’s
efforts to increase safety within
our school walls, and I hope to
see it signed into law very
soon. 

SB 101 ensures dual credit
hours earned in high school
would be transferable to Ken-

tucky’s colleges and universi-
ties. In dual credit, a student is
enrolled in a course that allows
the pupil to earn high school
credit and college credit simul-
taneously. Several years ago,
the General Assembly passed
similar legislation dealing with
two-year colleges and four-
year universities. That legisla-
tion aligned courses with the
colleges so the credits earned
for those course hours could
be transferred to universities.
I was proud to support this SB
101 this session as it provides
students an affordable and ef-
ficient avenue to obtain higher
education. 

Nearly 900,000 Kentuck-
ians, including almost 30,000
children, have been diagnosed
with an eating disorder, an ill-
ness that is often overlooked.
SB 82 targets access to care for
eating disorders by establish-
ing the Kentucky Eating Disor-
der Council. The group would
oversee the development and
implementation of eating dis-
order awareness, education,
prevention, and research pro-
grams. The council would also
be responsible for making rec-
ommendations regarding leg-
islative and regulatory changes
to improve access to care for
those diagnosed with an eating

disorder. 
SB 122 would make a

change to Tim’s Law of 2017, a
much-heralded law that has
rarely been used by the courts.
The law allows judges to order
assisted outpatient treatment
for people who have been invol-
untarily hospitalized at least
twice in the past 12 months.
SB 122 would extend the pe-
riod to 24 months so more
Kentuckians with serious men-
tal illnesses could receive help
the law is designed to provide.

The goal of SB 122 is to stop
the proverbial revolving door of
mentally ill patients at state
psychiatric hospitals and
county jails. The law is named
for Tim Morton, a Lexington
man who was hospitalized for
psychiatric treatment dozens
of times over 36 years, often in-
voluntarily and in police hand-
cuffs, because he did not
recognize that he had schizo-
phrenia. A bipartisan measure,
SB 122 passed by a 33-1 vote.

SB 30 would limit Kentucky
to three managed care organi-
zations, known as MCOs in
healthcare parlance, to operate
the commonwealth’s massive
Medicaid program. The goal
with this legislation would be
to reduce costs for medical

providers. Supporters of SB 30
said medical providers, partic-
ularly rural hospitals, were
drowning in paperwork associ-
ated with complying with mul-
tiple MCO’s peculiar rules
concerning everything from
credentialing of doctors and fa-
cilities to pre-authorizations,
appeals and payments for
medical care. They added that
SB 30 would also save tax-
payer money by reducing the
state's contract compliance
monitoring of the MCOs. SB 30
reflects wider frustrations with
MCOs, once touted as a way to
reduce the cost of administer-
ing Medicaid, but SB 123
would confirm various execu-
tive orders reorganizing the
Cabinet for Health and Family
Services. It would also create a
new division of telehealth serv-
ices after the state disbanded a
telehealth board a couple of
years ago. The new division
would allow the cabinet to con-
tinue to provide oversight and
resources to Kentucky’s tele-
health providers. Telehealth is
the use of technologies, such
as videoconferencing, to sup-
port long-distance health care
programs. It is seen as a way to
reduce health care costs while
expanding health care access
to rural areas.

The pace has quickened as
committee meetings were held
and a number of bills came to
the House floor last week. In
this update, I will concentrate
on two bills that have a direct
impact on taxpayers’ pocket-
books.
House Bill 99 (HB-99) is a

bill that would loan $35 million
to the University of Louisville
Medical Center for its purchase
of Jewish Hospital and the As-
sets of KentuckyOne Health.
The university made those
purchases last year and then
came to the legislature asking
for the loan even though Jew-
ish Hospital received an “F”
grade for patient safety from
one rating organization. HB-99
would give the UofL $35 mil-
lion, forgive (not require repay-
ment) half, and not require
UofL to start repaying the re-
maining $17.5 for five years. 
If that isn’t bad enough, HB-

99 would require bonding (bor-
rowing) the money to give to
UofL. That would be like some-
one asking you to let lend
money to him or her, asking to
only repay half, asking to wait

five  years be-
fore starting to
repay the other
half, and be-
cause you have
bills to pay
with the money
you do have,
you must go to
an ATM to get
the money. 
From the fi-

nancial infor-
mation I’ve
seen, the uni-
versity is in
good enough fi-
nancial shape
to get the
money through the private sec-
tor. I further believe that if the
state has $35 million to give to
hospitals, the money should be
used for rural hospitals which
are in much worse shape than
the UofL. The cost of HB-99 to
taxpayers (us) is $3.069 mil-
lion per year and will ulti-
mately more than double the
$35 million loan. I voted no on
HB-99, but the bill passed and
has been sent to the Senate for
its consideration.

KentuckyWired is a state-
run project that was supposed
to bring internet service via
high speed fiber optic cable to
every Kentucky county by
2018. This didn’t happen; in
fact, the project still hasn’t
been completed. The project
was supposed to cost $30 mil-
lion, but the cost has now bal-
looned to over $130 million. If
completed, it could - and most
likely will - cost as much as
$1.5 billion over 30 years. The
project, initiated during the
final days of the Steve Beshear
administration, was to connect
government offices, universi-
ties, community colleges, state
police posts, state parks and
other government institutions
to the global internet. It was
also supposed to allow private
broadband providers to buy
spare capacity and then sell
service directly to residential
and commercial customers.
The cost of the state agencies

connecting to KentuckyWired
is based on the cost that pri-
vate providers were charging
for internet service when the
project was initiated. Since

then, that cost has dropped by
about 40 percent so now state
agencies must pay more for
connecting to KentuckyWired
than they are now paying to
private providers. 
I am a member of the Small

Business & Information Tech-
nology Committee, and we
heard House Bill 332 (HB-332)
which would require the Ken-
tucky Communications Net-
work Authority, the
organization managing Ken-
tuckyWired, to offer wholesale
access to excess fiber capacity
only in unserved areas. 
HB-332 came about because

legislators were concerned
when we found out that Ken-
tuckyWired partnered with
OpenFiber Kentucky to bring
service to customers that were
not state agencies. This is
troubling for several reasons:
OpenFiber Kentucky is a com-
pany owned by the same in-
vestment bank that is the
financial partner of Kentucky-
Wired; and no other private
companies have been given ap-
proval to connect to Kentucky-
Wired. HB-332 would end the

prospect of the state competing
with private companies for
business in more densely pop-
ulated areas of the Common-
wealth while assuring that
rural areas would be able to
get high speed internet even
though private companies
might not choose to invest in
rural areas.
I have been a critic of Ken-

tuckyWired for a number of
years and would like to see the
project canceled. If it is not
canceled, however, I believe
that HB-332 is a better deal for
Kentucky citizens than the
current financial structure of
the project. Therefore I voted
yes, the bill passed out of com-
mittee and has been sent to
the House floor where I hope it
will soon get a vote.

Rep. Bechler may be
reached through the toll-free
message line at 800-372-
7181, at 502-564- 8100, by
visiting the Kentucky Legisla-
ture Home page at
www.lrc.ky.gov and clicking on
the “Email Your Legislator”
link, or by mail to the Capitol
Annex, Frankfort, KY 40601.

Robby
MILLS
KY STATE SENATE

Guest
Commentary

Lynn
BECHLER
KY STATE HOUSE

Guest
Commentary

SB 8 would require armed school resource officers, up counselors

KentuckyWired needs intervention to solve growing problems

From poopy bags to pit bulls and parolees, here’s skinny

The U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) re-
minds agricultural pro-
ducers interested in the
Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) 2020 gen-
eral signup to enroll by
Feb. 28. This signup is
available to farmers and
private landowners who
are either enrolling for
the first time or re-en-
rolling for another 10 to

15 year term.
This is the first oppor-

tunity for general sign up
since 2016. Producers
and private landowners
need to know that they
have just two weeks re-
maining. It is critical that
they make their final de-
terminations and submit
offers very soon to take
advantage of this popular
conservation program.

Farmers and ranchers
who enroll in CRP receive
yearly rental payments
for voluntarily establish-
ing long-term, resource-
conserving plant species,
such as approved
grasses or trees (know as
“covers”), which can con-
trol soil erosion, improve
water quality and develop
wildlife habitat on mar-
ginally productive agri-

cultural lands.  CRP has
22 million acres enrolled,
but the 2018 Farm Bill
lifted the cap to 27 mil-
lion acres.
Signed into law in

1985, CRP is one of the
largest private-lands con-
servation programs in
the U.S.  It was originally
intended to control soil
erosion and potentially
stabilize commodities.

Deadline is March 16 to make
what is likely one of the most im-
portant business decisions you
will make for your farming opera-
tion this year.  
If you have not already visited

your local Farm Service Agency
(FSA) county office to make your
election for either the Agriculture
Risk Coverage (ARC) or the Price
Loss Coverage (PLC) program and
to sign your annual enrollment
contract, you should call and
make your appointment now.
Many farmers are gearing up to

head to the field for spring plant-
ing, but it is importance to not let
this deadline get lost in the hectic
day-today obligations of farm life,
said Brian Lacefield, executive di-
rector in Kentucky USDA Farm
Service Agency.
If farmers fail to enroll for 2019

ARC or PLC, they will be ineligible
to receive a payment for the 2019
crop year.
ARC and PLC provide financial

protections to farmers from sub-
stantial drops in crop prices or rev-
enues and are vital economic

safety nets for most American
farms.  These programs cover 20
commodities produced in the U.S.
FSA anticipates more than 1.7

million producers will enroll in
ARC and PLC – that’s a lot of pro-
ducers to assist in a short period
of time. As of Feb. 10, FSA records
in Kentucky show 10,600 farms
out of an expected 40,000 farms
have completed ARC or PLC enroll-
ment for the 2019 crop year.
Visit www.fsa..usda.gov/arc-plc

or call the FSA center in Salem for
more information.

Next week is deadline to register for
CRP’s first general sign up since 2016

ARC, PLC deadlines near for farmers



Crittenden County Ani-
mal Shelter officials con-
firmed a coyote attack 
in Fredonia killed a dog 
Sunday just before dawn. 
The Crittenden County 
Animal Shelter urges pet 
owners to go out with 
pets no matter how big or 

small they are. Outside 
dogs are at risk too.

Officials advise that pets 
should be put up at night 
in a garage or safe kennel 
or better yet, let them in-
side. It’s mating season 
for coyotes and they are 
aggressive right now.

Local coyote attack confirmed

Barbara Browning of Marion won the Henry Golden 
Boy rifle given away by the Mary Hall Ruddiman 
Canine Shelter.
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METRO SERVICES
Millions of dogs reside in 

shelters or in foster homes 
just waiting for someone 
to make them permanent 
members of their family. 
The ASPCA says there are 
nearly four million dogs in 
shelters across America. 
Bringing home a puppy 
or an older dog can be an 
exciting, selfless endeavor. 

Shelter dogs have the 
capacity to be loving, de-
voted pets. Unfortunately, 
many such dogs have been 
dealt difficult hands, end-
ing up in shelters through 
no fault of their own. 

Prospective pup parents 
should be aware that there 
can be a transitional peri-
od as dogs acclimate to 
their new homes. Under-
standing what to expect 
the first few weeks and 
months can be helpful.

n Creatures of habit: 
Dogs are creatures of hab-

it and feel most comfort-
able when they know what 
to expect. Moving from a 
shelter into a home can 
be a big change. Shelter 
dogs will need time to un-
derstand the workings of a 
household. By remaining 
consistent and patient, 
dog owners can help their 
pooches acclimate to their 
new surroundings. Feed 
the dog at the same time 
and place each day. Take 
the dog for a walk the 
same time each day with 
the same route. Know-
ing what to expect can be 
calming for the dog.

n Housetraining regres-
sion: New puppies likely 
do not fully know the rules 
of housetraining, but even 
older dogs who may have 
been housetrained can 
regress in a new environ-
ment. Pet parents may 
have to go back to basics 
and reinforce housetrain-

ing lessons.
n Shyness and anxiety: 

It’s impossible to know 
what dogs went through 
before landing in a shelter. 
Shelter workers may have 
conducted certain tests, 

such as food aggression 
or resource guarding, but 
that only paints part of the 
picture. It will take time for 

43 
Years

The Age of the 
Oldest Captive 
Goldfish Ever 

Recorded

WHOA!
Fleas can jump to heights 

110 times their length!
A hamster’s cheek pouches  

extend all the way to its hips!
Similar to fingerprints, no two  

dogs have the same nose print!
A turtle’s shell is comprised 

of 60 different bones 
connected together!

84.6 
Million
American Households Have Pets
48% Are Dogs • 38% Are Cats
12% Are Fish   • 6% Are Birds

42% of Dogs
Sleep in Bed With Their People

75% of Cats
Sleep in Bed With Their People$62.75 

Billion
Is Spent on American Pets by Their Owners
3.2  
Million
Dogs & Cats Are Adopted 
From U.S. Shelters Each Year

1.5 
Million
Animals Are 
Euthanized in U.S. 
Shelters Each Year

6.5 
Million
Companion Animals 
Enter  U.S. Shelters 
Each Year

Statistics: The Humane Society of the United States, American Pet Products Association, American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals

Best Friends Furever!

What to expect when adopting a shelter dog

Shelter - Cont. on page 4
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METRO SERVICES
One of the most import-

ant aspects of welcoming 
a pet into a home is to be 
a responsible part owner. 
Responsible pet owner-
ship involves providing 
for the animal’s physi-
cal and emotional needs, 
making sure to keep the 
pet out of danger and pro-
viding love, affection and 
training. 

Responsible pet owner-
ship also includes a com-
mitment to maintaining a 
reasonable pet population. 
Due to unchecked breed-
ing, shelters are bursting 
at the seams with animals 
who have been found 
stray or were turned over 
by owners who are unable 
to care for them. The AS-
PCA says millions of cats 
and dogs of all ages and 
breeds are euthanized or 
suffer as strays every year. 
These high numbers are 
the result of unplanned 
litters.

Neutering, also known 
as spaying and neuter-
ing, can help keep animal 
numbers in check. Ameri-
can Humane says spaying 
is a general term used to 
describe the ovariohyster-
ectomy of a female animal. 
Neutering is a general 
term used to describe the 
castration of a male ani-

mal. However, neutering 
is often used in reference 
to both genders. Veteri-
narians perform these sur-
geries, which often result 
in the same-day release of 
pets if there have been no 
complications. 

Many shelters require 
adoptable animals be neu-
tered before they can be 
released to a new family. 
Pet owners can work with 
veterinarians to determine 
the best age for steriliza-
tion.

There are many great 
reasons to neuter pets that 
go beyond reducing over-
population. 

n Improves animal 
health: Spaying can help 
prevent uterine infections 
and breast cancer in female 
pets. Neutering males can 
prevent testicular cancer.

n Reduces unwanted 
marking/mating behav-
ior: Female pets advertise 
that they are ready to re-
produce by leaving scents 
(urinating), barking, me-
owing, and being more 
agitated during breeding 
season. Spaying can re-
duce these inclinations.

n Reduces the need to 
roam: Male animals will 
travel near or far to find a 
female. Once on the prowl, 
the animal runs the risks 
of injury from altercations 

with other animals as well 
as traffic. Such animals 
also may get lost.

n Responsible breeding: 
American Humane says 
25 percent of shelter dogs 
are purebreds. Respon-
sible purebred breeders 
have homes lined up be-
fore they breed. There’s 
no need to mate purebreds 
simply for the sake of con-
tinuing the lineage.

n Improved behavior: 
The ASPCA says a male 
pet might be less likely to 
mount other pets, people 
and inanimate objects af-
ter he’s neutered. Some 
aggression problems may 
be avoided by early neu-
tering as well.

Neutering is a smart 
choice. After the surgery 
takes place, give the pet 
a quiet, safe place to re-
cover and inhibit jump-
ing or running for a few 
weeks. Also, try to keep 
him or her from licking 
the wounds. When the vet 
gives a clean bill of health, 
pets can resume living full, 
happy lives.

Benefits to spaying/neutering
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Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

“I will preach with my brush”

n A Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake Supper will be 
held from 5-7 p.m., Tues-
day at Marion United 
Methodist Church

Families and children 
are welcome. A short dis-
cussion about the religious 
significance of Shrove 
Tuesday will be held. An 
Ash Wed service will be 

held at 6 p.m., Feb. 26. 
The public is invited to both 
events. A love offering will 
be accepted for Marion 
United Methodist youth.

Does Your Congrega-
tion  Have  Something 
Planned?

Email to thepress@the-
press.com or call (270) 
965-3191

Ask the Pastor
By Bob Hardison

Church Events & News

QUESTION: I am a 
new Christian. I’ve been 
told I need to build my life 
on God’s Word, but when 
I read it seems like an old 
book of ancient history. 
How can I apply it to my 
life?

ANSWER: When I re-
placed the broken radio in 
my 2005  Dodge Neon with 
a new one, I was frustrat-
ed until I got the instruc-
tion manual out and read 
how to operate it. Well, 
life comes with an instruc-
tion book, too. The Bible is 
God’s instruction manual 
for how you are to live.

If you are reading the 
Bible as a new believer, 
start by reading a small 
portion of it daily. Read 
it prayerfully, asking the 
Holy Spirit, who resides in 
you as a believer, to help 

you to understand what it is 
He wants you to get from it.

Meditate on the passage. 
Turn it over and over in your 
mind. Reflect on it. Write 
down what it is saying to you. 

Place your life up against 
it. Anywhere you fall short of 
what God is telling you, ask 
God to cleanse and change 
you. Anywhere you see your 
character is deficient in what 
it is teaching, ask God to 
help you add it.

With a pen in hand, write 
down God’s instructions for 
your day and for your life in 
general. Let its truths con-
form your thinking and ac-
tions into Christlike ones 
(Eph. 4:13). As you apply its 
instructions, you will experi-
ence your greatest meaning 
and joy in life.

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

Instructions come 
through God’s word

When people will not lis-
ten to what we are saying, 
we are left with no choice 
but to act. This is at the 
root of most massive acts 
of civil disobedience. Act-
ing is also gen-
erally riskier 
than writing or 
speaking – al-
though those 
can get us into 
trouble as well. 
We may well 
remember fa-
mous words 
of abolitionists 
and civil rights 
activists, but it 
was often their 
actions that 
lent weight to 
their words. It 
was those ac-
tions that land-
ed them in jail, 
caused them 
to be recipients 
of police brutality, and 
worse.

Of course, in the toxic 
environments that some 
have lived in, all it took 
was a false accusation or 
an innocent action that is 
intentionally misunder-
stood. I recently quoted 
a Filipino friend in this 
space. In his homeland, 
currently, all one needs do 
is say or write something 
that offends the power-
ful to end up arrested or 
dead.

The quote which serves 
as title this week is from 
the first black American 
painter to receive inter-
national acclaim. Henry 
Owassa Tanner was born 
on June 21, 1859 in Pitts-
burgh, Pa. His mother, 
Sarah, was a former slave 
who escaped on the Un-
derground Railroad. His 
father, Benjamin Tucker, 
was a university educated 
minister and bishop in the 
African Methodist Episco-

pal Church. 
He met Bishop Joseph 

Crane Hartzell in Atlan-
ta around 1888, who 
arranged an exhibition 
of his work in Cincinna-

ti in the fall of 
1890. None of 
his works sold. 
The Hartzell’s 
bought the en-
tire collection 
and he used the 
funds to move 
to Europe. He 
eventually en-
rolled at the 
Academie Ju-
lian in Paris.

He returned 
for a visit to the 
United States in 
1893, when he 
produced his 
most famous 
painting, “The 
Banjo Player.” 
In a biography 

of Tanner (2012), Anna 
Marley shares this quote, 
“Many of the artists who 
have represented Negro 
life have seen only the 
comic, the ludicrous side 
of it, and have lacked 
sympathy with and appre-
ciation for the warm, big 
heart that dwells within 
such a rough exterior.” 

His paintings of Bibli-
cal scenes and characters 
also challenged the think-
ing of his day. He broke 
with the convention of the 
day and used images of 
middle eastern men and 
women when portraying 
Christ, the apostles, and 
biblical stories.

His portrait of Christ in 
prayer is simple, humble, 
and powerful. It is paint-
ed perhaps as only a black 
man born in the United 
States just before the Civ-
il War could have done. 
The Christ is seen as a 
human, a middle eastern 
human, humbly bowing in 

prayer. There are no bright 
lights, there is no glow of 
power emanating from 
him, there are no crowds 
gathered round. There is 
no hint of triumphalism – 
only prayer. 

Tanner often looked at 
the Biblical scenes from 
new points of view. The 
disciples at the tomb are 
not looking at the empty 
cave, but instead we are 
looking at them as they 
process what they are 
seeing. As it is with grief, 
shock, and astonishment, 
they are not responding 
in the same way, different 
looks on their faces, not 
even looking in the same 
direction. Once again, 
they are clearly middle 
eastern men. 

In her book, “Sharing 
Traditions,” Lynda Ros-
coe Hartigan quoted Tan-
ner as saying, “My effort 
has been to not only put 
the Biblical incident in the 
original setting … but at 
the same time give the hu-
man touch ‘which makes 
the whole world kin’ and 
which ever remains the 
same.” It is a testimony 
to the Christian charac-
ter of Tanner that he was 
able to carry this attitude 
with him to Paris after 
having to leave his family 
because of the conditions 
that made it so difficult for 
him to practice his craft. 

He stands today as an 
example to all of us to 

have the will and courage 
to follow our calling and 
make that calling subser-
vient to our faith. He is 
remembered for what he 
did. He presented his faith 
in his paintings of both his 
contemporary and biblical 
scenes. He did not allow 
the racism and injustices 
of the day to hinder his 
creativity. If anything, he 
used his context to make 
his work more powerful. 

February is Black His-
tory Month. I have come 
to appreciate this em-
phasis each year. It gives 
us motivation to dig into 
places in history that are 
not usually in front of us. 
Each year that we do this 
we uncover more of our 
history – the story of all of 
us. It has the effect on me 
to stop making excuses 
based on “life is not fair.” 
It teaches me appreciation 
of my brothers and sisters 
who accomplished great 
things despite opposition. 
Black History Month re-
minds me of who I am and 
who “they” were and that 
there never should have 
been “us” and “them.” It 
has always been “us” and 
we still have much to do to 
make that a reality.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.
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(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)
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Forgotten
Passages

I recently came across 
this interesting article 
written in 1987 by Rob-
ert Trail of Riverton, Ill.  
It is about Crit-
tenden Coun-
ty pioneers 
that lived on 
or close-by the 
old Flynn’s Fer-
ry Road (Cop-
peras Springs 
Rd, Ky. 654 
South and Ky. 
654 North) and 
how many of 
them or mem-
bers of their 
family, eventu-
ally moved to 
southern Illi-
nois. 

The article 
may be more of 
interest to the 
genealogist who is al-
ways searching for lost 
family members, but 
many of the names are 
still familiar today, and 
it tells some history of 
some of our early pio-
neer families. I found it 
interesting to know what 
an important part this 
historic road played in 
the history of our coun-
ty by these early pioneer 
families settling near 
this old road.

___
George Flynn settled 

along the Ohio, in what 
is now northeastern 
Crittenden County, in 
1791.  He established 
a ferry in 1803 where 
the town of Weston de-
veloped; his right-bank 
landing was in what is 
now southeastern Har-
din County, Ill., above 
Cave-in-Rock.  

Flynn improved a part 
of the Saline Trace in 
western Kentucky, from 
the Ohio to Hopkins-
ville, into a wagon road. 
The upper part of the 
improvement in what 
is now Crittenden and 
Caldwell counties, about 
25 miles, became known 
as Flynn’s Ferry Road.  
The Saline Trace was 
a buffalo trail across 
Kentucky from French 
Licks, Nashville, Tenn., 
to the Saline Salt Lick 
in what is now Gallatin 
County, some 130 miles 
as the crow flies.

The part of Flynn’ 
Road, in what is now 
Crittenden, was some 16 
or 17 miles long, and the 
Caldwell part was some 
7 or 8 miles long and ran 
into the Golconda-Hop-
kinsville (approximating 
the present Ky. 91).  The 
upper part of the Crit-
tenden section, some 6 
miles, reached from Fly-
nn’s Ohio River landing 
southward to the pres-
ent village of Mattoon on 
U. S. 60. 

___
Peter Cartwright, the 

legendary circuit rid-
er preacher, was much 
about the trace and 
ferry road in Kentucky 
in 1809 and 1810 as a 
Methodist Exhorter, and 
his parents lived in the 
area.  Cartwright  moved 
his family in 1824 to 
Sangamon County, Ill.  
There he entered politics 
to oppose slavery and 
served several terms in 
the lower house of the Il-
linois general assembly.

Job Truitt, from South 
Carolina, settled near 
the ferry landing in 
1803.  Thomas Fletcher 
was also an early set-
tler within the vicinity 
of Crittenden County’s 
upper section of Flynn’s 
road.  Fletcher settled 
at Camp Creek, about 2 
miles below Flynn.  Pe-
ter Fletcher was a lieu-
tenant in the area’s mili-
tia in 1800.

John Lamb settled 
about three miles south 
of Fletcher; Lamb came 
from South Carolina 
about     1800.  The 
Lamb community be-
came known as Lambs 
or Willow Grove after 
Joel Lamb established 
a blacksmith shop and 
tanyard.   James Lamb 
came to the area in 
about 1804.  James 
Lamb was deeded 200 

acres on Piney Creek 
in this Kentucky area 
in 1821 by his father-
in-law Solomon Clark.  

Lambs, or Wil-
low Grove, was 
located near 
the entrance 
to the present 
day Wilson 
Farm Road. 

W i l l i a m 
Cain, a  South 
C a r o l i n i a n , 
settled along 
the upper sec-
tion of Flynn’s 
Road, his son, 
Charles, was 
born in Georgia 
in 1796. The 
area’s Patrick 
Cain was born 
Sept. 25, 1871, 
in Londonder-

ry, Ireland; he lived in 
South Carolina, Georgia 
and Tennessee before 
migrating to Kentucky.  
Charles Cain married 
Ellen Stewart and their 
son, Dr. W. S. Cain left 
the area to practice med-
icine in Illinois.

Less than two miles 
south of Lambs, in the 
area of Bushy Fork of 
Crooked Creek (Repton/
Mattoon neighborhood), 
was the area’s militia 
drill grounds at Calvert 
Field. Some officers of 
the 24th Regiment Ken-
tucky State Militia, from 
this section were: 1799 
Ensign Joseph Brown; 
1800 Captain John 
Hamilton, Lieut. James 
Elder; 1802 Lieut. Dan-
iel Travis, Ensign Hen-
ry Wheeler; 1803 Cap-
tain James Elder, Lieut. 
Thomas Elder; 1805 
Lieut. George Hilllhouse; 
1806 Ensign Stephen 
Fowler.  (Calvert Field 
is located across the 
road from the old  Alfred 
Moore log cabin home-
stead.)

Other early settlers, 
in the vicinity of Flynn’s 
Ferry Road, in north-
ern Crittenden, were in 
the Crooked Creek area 
west of the road.  

An 1804 tax list for the 
area included; George, 
Mary, Robert and Sam-
uel Elder; Stephen Fowl-
er; Robert Galloway; 
Aaron, Gallant and Reu-
bin Going; John, Robert 
and William Hillhouse; 
William Kenedy; George 
Mayes; E. Wm. Phillips; 
William Reed; Matt Sel-
lars; Obadiah Terril; 
Robert Woodside; Jere-
miah Wilson,  and Wil-
liam Young.

William G. Pickens, 
first cousin to the re-
nowned General An-
drew Pickens, came 
from South Carolina 
during the mid 1790s 
and settled within the 
upper reaches of Crook-
ed Creek. Some Gilles-
pie families, kindred to 
Pickens moved to Illi-
nois.

Joseph, Thomas and 
William Hughes came 
from South Carolina in 
about 1803; Thomas 
settled on lower Crook-
ed Creek and Joseph on 
Flynn’s Ferry Road.  

William Dickey, from 
South Carolina, settled 
somewhat west of the 
road toward the pres-
ent town of Marion. Da-
vid and Eleanor Dickey 

Elder, in 1791, settled 
south of Marion; their 
son, J. C. Elder, moved 
at the age of 17 to Galla-
tin County, Ill.  

George Mayes, of the 
Crooked Creek area, 
was born in 1773 in 
South Carolina and he 
married Mary, daughter 
of James Elder, before 
coming to Kentucky in 
1798.

At Mattoon (then 
called Lick-Skillet) the 
south end of the north-
ern six-mile section 
of Flynn’s Road, was 
Captain Alfred Moore’s 
home near Calvert Field.  
Moore’s wife, Jane, 
was a daughter  of Ma-
jor William and Ester 
(Calhoun) Love. Jane’s 
g r e a t - g r a n d m o t h e r, 
Catherine (Montgom-
ery) Calhoun of Scot-
tish ancestry, had come 
from North Ireland in 
1722 and was killed in 
1760 by Indians.  Jane’s 
brother was a Presbyte-

rian minister in Illinois.
The lower section of 

the Crittenden Coun-
ty part of Flynn’s Road 
ran southward from 
Mattoon to the Caldwell 
County line, some 10 
or 11 miles. This sec-
tion included the Piney 
Creek settlers.  William 
Stewart, born 1763 in 
Mecklenburg County, 
NC, had lived in South 
Carolina before settling, 
during the early 1800s, 
in the Piney Creek area.  
Stewart was the father 
of Ellen who married 
Charles Cain, resident 
on the upper section of 
Flynn’s Ferry Road.

Alexander, Solomon 
and William Clark, from 
South Carolina, settled 
about four miles south-
east of Lambs at an ear-
ly date.  They settled 
beyond Flynn’s Road at 
Saltpeter Cave on Piney 
Creek where Solomon 
made gunpowder.  Alex-
ander and William Clark 

originally lived in North 
Ireland and came to  
America in 1773. During 
1818, Andrew, James, 
Solomon, William and 
Benjamin Clark settled 
in Wayne County, Ill.  

Henry, James and 
John Wheeler came to 
the vicinity of Flynn’s 
Road from South Caroli-
na in 1796; they settled 
in the Piney Creek area.  
John was related by mar-
riage to the Clarks; he 
married Susanna Clark 
in 1779 near Long Is-
land of the Holston, then 
Green County, NC.  Her 
father, Colonel Henry 
Clark, was born in 1732 
and her mother, Sarah 
Jones, was born in 1737.  
John Wheeler served as 
a lieutenant in the com-
pany of his brother-in-
law, Captain Benjamin 
Clark, in 1780.  

The Elders were nu-
merous; they came from 
South Carolina in 1791.  
William Elder settled 
west of Flynn’s Road on 
the Livingston Creek.

The Arthur Travis set 
of Travises that came 
into the area about 1800 
included Arthur, John 
and Francis from South 
Carolina.  They settled  
on land near the Travis 
Cemetery Road.  Rev. 
Francis Travis, by 1817, 
had left the Flynn Ferry 
Road area to preach in 
Illinois.  He died in Cave-
in-Rock, Ill., May 16, 
1830 but was brought 
back  to the family cem-
etery to be buried, which 

is located on the Travis 
Cemetery Rd. near Piney 
Fork.  He was a Method-
ist circuit rider preacher. 

John and Mary (Col-
ley) Blakeley came to 
western Kentucky from 
South Carolina and by 
1805 were settled in the 
vicinity of Flynn’s Road. 
Most of the Blakeleys 
moved to Illinois, many 
in Gallatin County. 

There were veterans 
of the Revolution among 
the early Crittenden 
County pioneers in the 
vicinity of Flynn’s Ferry 
Road. Those who served 
in South Carolina were: 
Patrick and William 
Cain; Alexander and 
William Clark; James, 
John and Samuel Elder; 
William G. Picken; Isaac 
Shelby; William Stewart; 
Arthur and Daniel Tra-
vis and Job Truitt.  John 
Wheeler served in North 
Carolina and John Ham-
ilton in Virginia.

These mentioned in 
the article are only a few 
of the families that set-
tled and lived in the vi-
cinity of the Flynn’s Fer-
ry Road and some that 
later moved across the 
river to Illinois. They all 
contributed to the early 
history of our county. 

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).

This historical highway marker located at the junction 
of Ky. 654 South and U.S. 60 East is a reminder of  how 
important this old historical road was to the early pio-
neers going North.



For the first time ever,
Crittenden County had
two top-three teams in
the high school chess re-
gional.

Both the Crittenden
County High School Blue
Knights and a Crittenden
County Home School
K12 team earned a
chance to compete in the
state tournament March
7 at Bullitt Central High
School.

The Blue Knights
hosted the Quad A Re-
gional Chess Tourna-
ment Saturday, with 124
players representing 16
different schools from
across the region.  

Crittenden County
High School’s  team
claimed its third consec-
utive Quad A Regional
Championship. Critten-
den’s Homeschool K-12
chess team consisting of
Cade Crider, Kenneth
Mast and Paul Combs,
placed third. Crider won
each of his four games
and was co-champion of
the K12 individual divi-
sion. Mast won three out
of four games and placed
8th.

Crittenden’s K12 team
of Skyler James, Cole
Swinford, Trey Swaggirt,
Dennon Wilson, Evan
McDowell, Tyler Swaggirt
and Isaac Sarles kept
their streak alive as they
have not lost a Regional
Championship in two
years.  They earned all 4
of the possible points in
round one, and by the
end of round three the
Blue Knights were only
ahead by half a point.
Round four came down
to the very last game, but
the K12 team held on for
its regional three-peat.

Individually, Evan Mc-
Dowell placed 6th with 3

points, Trey Swaggirt
placed 7th with 3 points,
Skyler James placed
10th with 2.5 points,
Cole Swinford placed
12th with 2 points, Tyler
Swaggirt placed 14th
with 2 points, Dennon
Wilson placed 16th with
2 points, and Isaac Sar-
les placed 20th with 1.5
points.

Crittenden’s K3 team
of Roane Topp, Brooklyn
Lovell, Luke Binkley and
Zane Smith played
against four other teams
trying to earn their spot
at state.  After round one,
the team was one point
behind Murray Elemen-
tary. The Blue Knights
had an excellent round
two, earning all four pos-
sible points to put them-
selves up one point going
into round three.  After
round three the team
found themselves tied for
first with Murray.  In
round four the Blue
Knights were able to gain
3.5 points and become
the 2020 Quad A Re-
gional Team
Champions over
Murray.  Individ-
ually Roane Topp
was crowned the
individual cham-
pion with a per-
fect score of 4 out
of 4.  Luke Bink-
ley placed 4th
with 3 points,
Brooklyn Lovell
placed 5th with 3
points, and Zane Smith
placed 22nd with 1.5
points.

The K5 team of Char-
lie Ledford, Eli Lovell,
Jake Rich, Alex Hewitt
and Zeke Smith have
been back and forth with
powerhouse Murray Mid-
dle School all year. This
tournament was no dif-

ferent and after round
one they were tied with
Murray at 4 points each.
In round two, Murray

jumped out with a
one point lead but
in round three the
Blue Knights bat-
tled back to within
half a point of
Murray but could-
n’t close it out in
round four and
settled for second
place.  Individually
Charlie Ledford
placed 3rd with 3.5

points, Eli Lovell placed
5th with 3 points, Jake
Rich placed 6th with 3
points, Alex Hewitt
placed 11th with 3
points, and Zeke Smith
placed 12th with 3
points.

“I am very excited that
everyone earned their
spot in the State Team

Championship, and for
two of the teams to be
Regional Champs on top
of that is awesome,” said
coach Don Winters. “We

have three weeks to pre-
pare for state, but I think
we have a really good
chance this year.” 

Senior Center
The Crittenden County

Senior Citizens Center is
open weekdays 8 a.m.-2
p.m. Lunch is served at
11:30 a.m. each day, and is
$3 for those 60 and older
and $5 for those under 60.
Reservations are encour-
aged two days in advance
but are taken up to a week
in advance. 

Upcoming menu and ac-
tivities include:

Thursday - Menu is ham
and bean soup, hot beets,
buttered spinach, cornbread
and pear crisp. 

Friday - Menu is oven
fried chicken, new buttered
potatoes, buttered broccoli,
wheat roll and pears.

Monday - Menu is meat-
balls with gravy, mashed po-
tatoes, seasoned peas,
wheat roll and tropical fruit.
Ladies exercise with Full
Body Fitness Studio begins
at 9:45 a.m.

Tuesday - Menu is
chicken and brown rice
casserole, buttered spinach,
wheat roll with margarine
and banana pudding.

Wednesday, Feb. 26 -
Menu is baked spaghetti,
broccoli salad, Mandarin or-

anges and garlic breadstick.
Bingo begins at 10:30 a.m.
A tax preparer will be avail-
able each Wednesday in
February. Please call for an
appointment.

All menu items are sub-
ject to change based on
availability. 

PACS provides milk, cof-
fee, tea and water each day.
Aging coordinator Jenny
Sosh serves as director of
the center.

Volunteers are always
needed at the senior center.
If you would like to volunteer
your time, contact Sosh at
(270) 965-5229.

25 years ago
Thursday, Feb. 23

• Brad and Tina Walker
made The Press when they
loaded up their truck with
cases of Girl Scout cookies
for Troop No. 781. Local
troops sold a record 10,896
boxes that year. 

• The Fohs Hall Com-
munity Arts Foundation
presented The New Coon
Creek Girls from Renfro
Valley. This band was
formed by girls from Ohio
and Kentucky and
emerged as the first female
stringband group. 

• Crittenden County Ele-
mentary School honored
37 volunteers during Volun-
teer Appreciation Day.
Highlighted in this event
were Voncille Hoover, Vicki
Bearden and Sandra Her-
rin for their extreme dedi-
cation. These women
volunteered an average of
30-50 volunteer hours each
week with the elementary
school.  
10 years ago
Thursday, Feb. 18

• A contingent of local
leaders and elected offi-
cials met with legislators in-
cluding Dan Wood, Helen
McConnell, Elbert Bennett,
Mark Bryant, Bart Frazer
and Mike McConnell. Also,
Crittenden County High
School Freshmen Class
President Tucker Frazer
served as a page for Crit-
tenden County native Sen-
ator Ken Winters. 

• Crittenden County
High School Academic
Team performed well at the
2010 Governor's Cup. Jack
Phan was first in math,
Levi Palmer first in science,
Jay Lu was second in
math, Tyler Starrett was
third in science, Logan
Owen third in social studies
and Chase Adams fifth in
arts and humanities. 

• J.D. Gray and Dylan
Clark, two of Crittenden
County's most decorated
football players, signed col-
legiate letters of intent to
play for Lindsey Wilson
College. 

Read Week
March 2-6

Read Across America
Week will be celebrated
the first week in March. 

At Crittenden Elemen-
tary, several fun days are
planned to encourage a
love of reading. They are:

Monday: Relax and
read. Wear pajamas.

Tuesday: Kick your
shoes off and read. Wear
crazy socks.

Wednesday: A storm of
many colors. Wear your
best mis-matched outfit.

Thursday: Top of the
hat Thursday. Wear a hat.

Friday: Favorite charac-
ter Friday. Dress like your
favorite book character.

Davis new to
Henry & Henry

Livingston County resi-
dent David Davis has been
named as a sales repre-
sentat ive
for Henry
& Henry
M o n u -
ments.

T h e
M a r i o n
company
welcomed
Davis ear-
lier this
year as a Livingston
County contact for families
purchasing monuments. 

As a minister, Davis has
officiated many funerals
through the years, and his
work with the monument
business is a natural con-
nection.

Davis is the minister of
New Union “Ditney”
Church and is a former
coal miner, agent with
Kentucky Farm Bureau
and employee of Kentucky
Farm Bureau Federation.
Davis and his wife Jan re-
side near Smithland. He is
a 1973 graduate of Critten-
den County High School
and has been a minister
since 1974.

“We are very pleased to
have David associated
with Henry & Henry Monu-
ments,” said owner Billy
Fox. 
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Extension
• The Quilt Club will

meet at 9:30 a.m., Monday
at the Extension Office.  

• The Advisory Coun-
cil will meet at 1:30 p.m.,
Feb. 28 at the Extension
Annex.   

• The Leader Les-
son “Traveling on the
Cheap” will be presented
at 10 a.m., Tuesday at the
Extension Office. Learn
ways to get more bang
from your travel bucks. A
few tips for traveling
abroad will also be in-
cluded. Ashley White, FCS
Agent from Caldwell
County, will be teaching
this lesson. 

4-H
• Dog Club meets at

3:15 p.m., Monday at the
Extension Annex.

• Cloverbuds will meet
at 3 p.m., Feb. 27 at the
CCES cafeteria. 

Salem fire rig
service Monday

The Salem Fire Depart-
ment will dedicate its
newest firefighting vehicle
at 7 p.m. Monday during a
ceremony at its headquar-
ters, 111 Maple Street in
Salem.

The truck was used for
12 years at the Mount
Kisco Fire Department in
New York and was used
during a memorial cere-
mony for a firefighter who
died a few years ago due
to injury’s that he obtained
at Ground Zero Sept. 11,
2001. As a result, the fire
truck bears a special decal
that honors FDNY’s fallen. 

The truck will be
blessed and anointed for
its new assignment to
Salem Fire. An old fashion
bucket brigade will round
out the ceremony and in-
clude a dousing of water
from an original  leather
fire bucket used years
ago.

Foster

7

History making state chess run

Oscar trivia
Winners of the Crittenden County Public LIbrary’s February trivia event are (from
left) Todd and Regina Merrick and Michelle and Brian Hodge. The Oscars was the
theme of this month’s quick recall competition.

Above left, K12 team
members are (from left)
Tyler Swaggirt, Evan Mc-
Dowell, Trey Swaggirt,
Isaac Sarles, Skyler
James, Dennon Wilson,
Cole Swinford and coach
Don Winters. At right is K3
team members (from left)
Roane Topp, Luke Bink-
ley, Brooklyn Lovell and
coach Don Winters.
Below right are home-
school K12 competitiors
Paul Combs, Kenneth
Mast and Cade Crider.
Inset, homeschool stu-
dent Zoe Foster earned
third in K3 division.

Two high school
teams advance; 
CCHS three-peat 

Davis



STAFF REPORT
A man who took a local

deputy on a high-speed
chase near Crayne in the
southern part of the
county and crashed his
vehicle before escaping
on foot was sentenced to
three years in prison last
week by Circuit Judge
Rene Williams. 
John Allen Kinnis, 48,

of Marion pleaded guilty
to criminal charges of
felony first-degree pos-
session of a controlled
substance and first-de-
gree fleeing or evading
police (motor vehicle),
misdemeanor charges of
second-degree wanton
endangerment and pos-
session of drug para-
phernalia, and traffic
violations for disregard-
ing a stop sign, speeding
over 26 mph above speed
limit and reckless driv-
ing. 
He was sentenced to

three years on the fleeing
charge, one year for the
drug charge and shorter
terms on the others for a
total of three years, as all
time will run concurrent. 
Kinnis led Deputy

Chuck Hoover on a late-
night chase in October
through a rural area of
the county that started
between Frances and
Mexico and ended on
Lloyd Road where Kinnis
crashed his 2013 GMC
Sierra through a fence
and grove of trees after
traveling at speeds in ex-
cess of 90 mph. He got

away on foot, but was lo-
cated and arrested a few
days later.
•Marty L. Menser, 42,

of Providence pleaded
guilty to an amended
charge of first-degree,
first-offense possession
of a controlled    sub-
stance (methampheta-
mine) and misdemeanor
possession of drug para-
phernalia. Menser was
originally charged with a
trafficking offense, but it
was reduced to felony
possession because there
was insufficient evidence
of trafficking activity, ac-
cording to Zac Greenwell,
the commonwealth’s at-
torney. Menser was sen-
tenced to three years for
the felony possession
charge and 12 months
for the misdemeanor.
Probation was denied.
•Joshua “Jason”

Jones, 31, of Marion
pleaded guilty to felony
fleeing or evading police
and misdemeanor and vi-
olations for other of-
fenses, among them
speeding, running a stop
sign and possession of
marijuana. Jones was
sentenced to one year on
the fleeing charge and
lesser time or fines on the
others. The sentence will
run concurrent to prison
time Jones is already
serving in other convic-
tions which amount to 31
years, according to court

testimony. 
•Danielle R. James, 27,

of Sturgis pleaded guilty
to a felony charge of first-
degree possession of a
controlled substance
(methamphetamine) by
complicity; and two Class
A misdemeanor charge of
theft by unlawful taking
(under $500) by complic-
ity and other misde-
meanor drug charges of
possession of marijuana
by complicity and pos-
session of drug para-
phernalia by complicity.
James was involved in a
shoplifting case on Sept.
26, 2019, where mer-
chandise was taken from
Dollar General Store and
H&H Home and Hard-
ware. She was given pre-
trial diversion after being
sentenced to three years
on the felony charge and
lesser time on the misde-
meanors. Her diversion
period will be for five
years, meaning that the
felony charge will be
dropped if she stays out
of trouble during that pe-
riod.
•Keith M. Strickland,

25, of Marion had his
probation revoked for not
reporting to his probation
officer. Strickland had
been free on a three-year
pretrial diversion for a
2019 drug conviction.
His pretrial diversion was
set aside and the original
three-year sentence was

imposed. The common-
wealth indacted that it
would not oppose shock
probation after Strick-
land serves a portion of
the sentence. 
•Carrol Wayne Lovan,

57, of Marion pleaded
guilty to three felony
counts of first-degree
trafficking in a controlled
substance (methamphet-
amine) (greater than 2
grams). According to
court records, Lovan is
alleged to have sold meth
to cooperating witnesses
working with Kentucky
State Police’s Drug En-
forcement and Special
Investigations unit on
three dates last winter.
He was sentenced to
seven years on each
count with the time to
run concurrent, and con-
current with time he’s
serving in another felony
case.

•Derrick T. Walton, 36,
of Salem had his proba-
tion revoked by Judge
Williams after admitting
to violating terms of his
early release. He was on
probaton for a felony re-
ceiving stolen property
conviction in a 2014 case
involving the theft of
bridge steel and other
materials from a Critten-
den County storage facil-
ity. Walton’s original
five-year sentence was
imposed and the com-
monwealth indicated that
it would not oppose
shock probation after
Walton serves at least 60
days.
•Ralph West, 45, of

Williamson, W.V., was
sentenced to five years in
prison on a single count
of flagrant non-support.
West was indicted back
in 2016 for allegedly
being in arrears in the

amount of $2,569. He
has a similar case pend-
ing in McCracken
County. After 30 days,
West can ask the court
for shock probation,
which the common-
wealth has indicated it
will not oppose. If re-
leased early, West will be
responsible for catching
up on his child support
and staying current.
•Jason M. Mullinix, 29,

of Princeton pleaded
guilty to felony flagrant
non-support. He was
sentenced to five years
but given pretrial diver-
sion for five years. In
order to meet terms of
his diversion, Mullinix
will have to stay current
on child support pay-
ments. Court records say
he was behind in those
payments in the amount
of $3,359.50.
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DRUGS
Continued from page1
was sitting in driver’s
seat of a 2019 Toyota
within an arm’s reach of
a loaded 9mm handgun
with a high-capacity am-
munition clip capable of
holding about 30 rounds.
Police also say that in-
side the vehicle they
found the large stash of
me t h amphe t am i n e ,
worth more than
$10,000 if sold on the
streets.
The nearly three-quar-

ters of a pound of
methamphetamine was
found inside a plastic
bag. A suspect found in
possession of two or
more grams of meth can
be charged with traffick-
ing. 
In addition to the meth,

investigators also found
inside the car 2.7 ounces
of marijuana, 10 hy-
drocodone pills, scales,
small baggies and more
than $2,500 in cash.
Jones had escaped

from Dismas Charities, a
halfway house in
Louisville, on July 11. 
Although 
If indicted by the fed-

eral grand jury, Jones
would face prosecution
in the U.S. Court system
where trafficking in 50
grams or more of
methamphetamine is a
Class A felony, punish-
able by 10 years to life in
prison, which is be fol-
lowed by five years of su-

pervised release, and up
to a $10 million fine.
Jones is currently in

the custody of the Ken-
tucky Department of
Corrections, serving
more than 30 years on
drug trafficking, theft
and flagrant non-support
charges. 
While the one-year

sentence he received for
last week’s guilty plea in
Crittenden Circuit Court
will run concurrent to
the time he’s already
serving, it’s likely that
any time he might receive
from a federal conviction
would run consecutive to
the state term.
Greenwell told Judge

Williams that if the U.S.
District Court Grand
Jury fails to return an in-
dictment in March, the
local court will review the
case two days later on
March 12. The state
charges will only be set
aside, Greenwell said, if
the federal grand jury re-
turns an indictment. 

STAFF REPORT
While heroin, fentanyl

and other opioids have
dominated much of the
nation's focus, crystal
meth rules the streets in
Kentucky.
The Louisville Courier-

Journal newspaper pub-
lished a front-page article
late last week examining
the dangers of potent
meth that’s being manu-
factured by Mexican
drug lords and shipped
into the United States,
particularly to rural
America.  
“High purity cartel-pro-

duced meth has been
flooding West Kentucky
for several years," U.S.
Attorney Russell Cole-
man, the top federal
prosecutor for the West-
ern District of Kentucky,
told the Courier-Journal
last Thursday. 
Coleman told the

newspaper that his office
is targeting "traffickers of
this poison, and offering
a warning; unlike opiates
which kill users and de-
stroy families, meth is a
drug of violence — it's a

public safety risk, and we
all have a role to play in
defeating this threat."
It’s Coleman’s office

that seeds a federal in-
dictment against a Mar-
ion man, Joshua “Jason”
Jones, who was found
with more than 300
grams of meth last fall.
The prosecutor was in
Marion a few weeks ago
to meet with county and
state leaders. Jones’ case
was examined at that
time and following fur-
ther investigation, federal
authorities announced
plans to take it to a
grand jury in March.
The C-J reports that

more suspects were ar-
rested in Kentucky on
meth charges than on
opiates in 2018, the most
recent year statistics are
available, according to an
annual report by the
Kentucky State Police.
More than 25,766
charges involved meth,
compared with 21,000
that involved opioids. 
The article said that

Jefferson County had the
most meth-related ar-

rests in the state, with
5,613 people charged
with meth crimes, com-
pared with 4,598 for fen-
tanyl and 27 for heroin.
It added that the coun-
ties with the most meth
arrests show the drug's
wide reach — from
Fayette in Central Ken-
tucky, which reported
1,422 meth arrests in
2018, to Warren to the
south near the Ten-
nessee border with 1,067
arrests and Kenton to
the north with 1,067.
According to the arti-

cle, jails and treatment
centers also are reporting
an increase in abuse of
methamphetamine that
is being hauled into the
U.S. by Mexican cartels,
including the Cártel
Jalisco Nueva Gen-
eración.
Cartels are using

"super labs" to mass pro-
duce large quantities,
which means the drug is
cheaper, appealing to
more and more users,
according to police and
prosecutors.

Security was particularly heavy in Crittenden Circuit Court last week where Judge
Rene Williams sentenced a couple of men to prison on charges related to metham-
phetamine.

Meth cases dominate circuit court cases in February

Cartel is shipping crystal meth to Marion, elsewhere

Local officers examine drugs and cash taken in the
city’s largest meth bust ever back in November.
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BASKETBALL
FIFTH DISTRICT STANDINGS

BOYS
Lyon County          18-9 5-1                            
Trigg County         10-17 4-2
Crittenden Co.      15-14 3-3
Livingston Cent.    3-25 0-6

GIRLS
Trigg County          21-8 5-1
Crittenden Co.       17-8 5-1
Lyon County         13-15 2-4
Livingston Cent.    5-17 0-6

2ND REGION MEDIA POLL
BOYS

1. Madisonville
2. University Heights
3. Henderson Co.
4. Lyon County
5. Webster County
6. Hopkinsville
7. Christian County 
8. Caldwell County
9. Crittenden Co.
10. Union County

GIRLS
1. Henderson Co.
2. Madisonville 
3. Webster County
4. Christian County
5. Hopkinsville
6. Trigg County 
7. Union County
7. Caldwell County
9. Crittenden Co.
10. Lyon County

Upcoming Games
THURSDAY
Rockets at McLean County
Lady Rockets at Paducah Tilghman

FIFTH DISTRICT
TOURNAMENT PAIRINGS

AT LYON COUNTY
BOYS

Tuesday’s Opening Round
Lyon Co. vs. Livingston, 6pm
Trigg Co. vs. Crittenden Co., 7:30pm
Friday, Feb. 28
Boys’ Championship, 7 pm

GIRLS
Monday’s Opening Round
Crittenden vs. Livingston, 6pm
Trigg Co. vs. Lyon County, 7:30pm
Thursday, Feb. 27
Girls’ Championship, 7pm

OUTDOORS
Hunting Seasons
Raccoon                  Oct. 1 - Feb. 29
Raccoon (trapping) Nov. 11 - Feb. 29
Squirrel             Nov. 11 - Feb. 29
Red/Gray Fox    Nov. 11 - Feb. 29
Beaver               Nov. 11 - Feb. 29
Coyote                       Year Round
Coyote Night        Feb. 1 - May 31
Groundhog                 Year Round

YOUTH SPORTS
Registration is open
Registration is now available for
youth soccer, softball, baseball
and kickball. Leagues are organ-
izing now for spring and summer
action. The Crittenden County
Youth Soccer Association will
also host two walk-up registra-
tion opportunities at H&H Home
and Hardware from 9 a.m., until
noon on Saturday, Feb. 29 and
from 5-8 p.m., on Thursday,
March 5 at Marion’s Dairy Queen
store. Online registration will be
open until April 3. See the soccer
association’s Facebook page for
more. Deadline to sign up for
baseball and softball is March 7.
There will be an assessment
from 10 a.m., until noon at the
middle school gym on March 7.
There are discounts for multiple
family members registering. Cost
is $25 for kickball and $40 for
baseball or softball. Find a form
at the Dugout Club Facebook
page, Press Online or in paper
form at The Press office.

Paid umpiring jobs
Crittenden County Dugout Club
is lining up its umpires for the up-
coming baseball and softball
leagues at Marion-Crittenden
County Park. If you are qualified
and interested in a paid position
as a youth league umpire, con-
tact Misty Champion at 270-704-
3311.

FOLLOW THE PRESS ON TWITTER
@CrittendenPress for Alerts, Updates

Sports The Crittenden Press

Down the final
stretch Critten-
den County has
been playing
well on both
ends of the
floor. Pictured is
Preston Turley
(31) making a
basket last
week in a game
against Cald-
well County at
the old Butler
Gym. Turley is
second on the
team in scoring
at 15 points per
game. Gabe
Mott leads the
offense at 16
points per
game. The
boys will play
their final regu-
lar-season
game Thursday
at McLean
County. The
Fifth District
Tournament is
next week at
Lyon County.

STAFF REPORT
In what might turn out to be

its signature win of the late
season, Crittenden County
came from behind to beat St.
Mary Friday in Paducah.
Coming back from an 18-

point, first-half deficit, the
Rockets upped the defensive
pressure and held the Vikings
to just five points the final pe-
riod to win 58-48. Junior Tyler
Boone scored16 points in the
last half to help the Rockets
come back.

Crittenden turned in an-
other impressive win on Mon-
day, beating Dawson Springs
86-80. It was the most points
the Rockets had scored in a
game this season.
On Tuesday, Crittenden got

another nice outing to beat
Hopkins Central on senior
night at Rocket Arena.

Crittenden 67, Hopkins Central 47
Hopkins Central       7     19    34    47
Crittenden Co.         21    39    53    67
HOPKINS CENTRAL  - Almon 2, Wel-

don 8, Moore 8, Eaves 5, Morris 4, Miller
14, Shadrick, Winn 4, Peyton 2. FG 17.
3-pointers 4. FT 9-14.
CRITTENDEN - Morgeson 3, O’Leary
20, Winders 1, Mott 19, Davidson,
Boone 4, Adamson, J.Carlson 7, Mc-
Gowan, Turley 13. FG 26. 3-pointers 3
(Mott, O’Leary 2). FT 12-21.

Crittenden 86, Dawson 80
Crittenden Co.         19    34    62    86
Dawson Springs      13    38    63    80
CRITTENDEN - Morgeson 13, O’Leary
24, Winders 1, Mott 25, Boone 9, J.Carl-
son, Turley 14. FG 31. 3-pointers 10
(Moregson 4, O’Leary 2, Mott 4. FT 14-

26.
DAWSON - Clark 29, Pace 18, McK-
night 7, Dawson 9, Cotton 17, Neiters.
FG 30. 3-pointers 8 (Clark 3, Pace 2,
McKnight 2, Cotton). FT 12-20.

Crittenden 58, St. Mary 48
Crittenden                6     15    24    58
St. Mary                  16    32    43    48
CRITTENDEN - Morgeson 2, O’Leary
15, Winders, Mott 16, Boone 19, M.Carl-
son, J.Carlson, Turley 6. FG 20. 3-point-
ers 2 (Boone, Mott). FT 16-23.
ST. MARY - Doss 27, MacCanlay 2,
Lurtz, Bell 9,Haas 5, Johnson 2, Elliot 5,
Flemming.

After Joey Gatewood decided
he was leaving Auburn and
put his name into the transfer
portal, he got a call
from Kentucky re-
cruiting coordina-
tor Vince Marrow
urging him to make
a visit to Kentucky.
Gatewood, a

four-star quarter-
back in Florida
where he was a top
40 rated recruit na-
tionally, had a good first visit
to UK. His host was quarter-
back Terry Wilson, who led UK
to 10 wins in 2018 before
missing all but two games last
year with a knee injury.
“Terry was the one who re-

ally built the foundation and
told me how things were here.
Still to this day our relation-
ship is really good. That is my
man. I can’t wait to see him get
better,” Gatewood said about
Wilson.
Wilson hopes to be fully re-

covered from his  knee injury
this season and Gatewood is
asking the NCAA for a wavier
to make him eligible this sea-
son. That could lead to them
competing for playing time
against each other next season
but Gatewood wishes nothing
but the best for Wilson.
“Terry is a great guy. I am

ready to see him get back to
himself and play ball. He’s a
dude. It speaks a lot about
him being a good dude that he
was my host on my visit and

did play a key role in recruit-
ing me,” Gatewood said.
Gatewood heard and read

speculation that his interest in
Kentucky was not genuine
considering some of the op-
tions he likely would have.
“When I put my name in (the

transfer portal) I was open to
everybody. Kentucky was one
of the first ones to hit me up.
Coach Marrow is a great guy
and told me, ‘Let’s get you up
on official (visit)’ and I said I
would be there,” Gatewood
said. “He’s kind of hard to say
no to. I have said no but he’s a
really good dude. He really
cares about you and takes his
time with you.”
It apparently was not a hard

sell with Gatewood. He made a
second visit to Kentucky be-
fore making his commitment
but never visited any other
schools. 
“It is on the rise. Last season

was strong and the season be-
fore that was strong. There is
nothing going downhill for
Kentucky football. It is only up
from here,” he said. 
“I didn’t have to go all

around the country looking at
somewhere to play. My home
is here. That was a benefit for
me. I didn’t have to go any-
where else. I came to Kentucky
two times and it was fine. I
was looking for what was the
best for my situation. The
coaches kept it straight up
with me, kept it real. I needed
that.”

He threw for 1,468 yards
and 12 scores and ran for
1,100 yards and 16 scores to
help his team win the 2017
Florida Class 7A state title. He
redshirted in 2018 at Auburn
and then played in five games
as a redshirt freshman — he
completed five of seven passes
for 54 yards and ran 29 times
for 148 yards and three scores
— before deciding to transfer.
Gatewood said it was impor-

tant for him to find another
SEC school to continue his ca-
reer because the “SEC is full of
top dogs.” He believes he can
play with any of them and
thinks Kentucky can play with
any SEC team.
“This program is nowhere

close to going downhill. It is
going up and up and I expect
even more in these next
years,” Gatewood said. 
--------------------------------
Vanderbilt coach Jerry

Stackhouse thinks Kentucky’s
guard play can be a huge fac-
tor in postseason play.
“They’ve got great size, first

off,” Stackhouse said. “I think
when you’ve got guards that
(are) 6-foot-5, that can see
over the defense, pick and
rolls, have the ability to get
downhill and finish, and
they’re decent shooters ...
“Obviously (Immanuel)

Quickley is a great shooter.
He’s one of their better shoot-
ers, so he’s a guy we have to
stick with. But (Tyrese) Maxey
is a guy that can get it going.

Just a hooper, just a player.
(Ashton) Hagans, his defensive
ability and kind of getting
everybody in their spots
makes them good.”
Quickley, Maxey and Ha-

gans had 40 points in UK’s
first win over Vanderbilt and
Hagans also had six assists
and two steals. In last week’s
win at Vanderbilt, the trio
combined for 56 points, 19 re-
bounds, 11 assists and five
steals while making only five
turnovers in a combined 107
minutes of play.
Blue Ribbon College Basket-

ball Yearbook editor Chris
Dortch, who also writes for
NBA.com, says there’s no
question Kentucky’s guard
play is a huge bonus in March.
“The numbers show the

guards are willing to get to the
free throw line and once they
get there they all three make
shots,” Dortch said. “Games in
the NCAA Tournament often
turn into rock fights and you
need something like great free
throw shooting to set you
apart.
“Kentucky has the ability to

get downhill with all three of
those guards and drive to the
basket. Cal can just let the
guards take over a game.
Teams with guards who can
do that and then also make
free throws traditionally do
very well in the NCAA,” he
said.
Kentucky is fifth in the na-

tion in free throw percentage.

Wilson played 'key fole' in recruiting Auburn transfer Gatewood

STAFF REPORT
With its center sidelined for the past

three games due to a knee injury, the
Lady Rockets have struggled at times to
keep the offense chugging as the team
turns toward next week’s Fifth District
Tournament at Lyon County.
Junior Nahla Woodward sprained her

knee in practice early last week. She has
not played the last three games. Getting
her back will be key for the Lady Rock-
ets in postseason. 
Crittenden County knocked down all

15 of its foul shots on Tuesday as the
Lady Rockets won their 17th game of
the season, beating Hopkins Central at
Rocket Arena on senior night. Three
players scored in double digits.

Crittenden 60, Hopkins Central 47
Hopkins Central         11          23        31         47
Crittenden Co.           19          33        48         60
HOPKINS CENTRAL - Fritz 4, Griggs 12, Peyton 2,
Bowman 2, Jones 8, Caldwell 2, Sutton 1,

K.Reynolds 8, Hollis 8. FG 23. 3-pointers 6. FT 7-15.
CRITTENDEN - Guess 24, Boone 16, Moss 4, Dun-
can 10, Driskill 2, Easley, Perryman 2, Long, Smith,
Binkely 2. FG 20. 3-pointers 5 (Boone 4, Guess). FT
15-15.

Union 50, Crittenden 34
Union County             15          29        39         50
Crittenden Co.            6           19        27         34
UNION - Morris 7, Hibbs 2, Robertson 2, Bevan 6,
Hogan 12, Morris 19, Hagan, Wells 2, Gentry, Thens.
FT 23. 3-pointers 3 (Morris, Hagan 2). FT 1-5.
CRITTENDEN - Guess 10, Boone, Moss 7, Duncan
12, Easley, Perryman, Long, Driskill 4, Conyer 1,
Smith. FG 13. 3-pointers none. FT 8-10.

Crittenden 50, St. Mary 32
Crittenden Co.           13          26        36         50
St. Mary                      6           13        20         32
CRITTENDEN - Guess 18, Boone 12, Moss 2, Dun-
can 10, Easley, Perryman, Long 2, Driskill 2, Smith
4, Conyer. FG 21. 3-pointers 4 (Boone 2, Guess 2).
FT 4-8.
ST. MARY - Doran 23, Brown 2, Nelson, Vandy 2,
Roof 3, Thomase 2. FG 10. 3-pointers 3 (Doran 3,
Roof). FT 9-15.

Rockets notch signature-style wins over past week

Lady Rockets perfect at foul line to
capture 17th win, district next week

Larry
Vaught
UK Sports Columnist

Vaught’s
Views

Freshman Natalie Boone makes a move
against a Caldwell County defender during
last week’s matchup.



LOAD
Continued from page 1

views as of Monday.
Although there were

somewhat minor dam-
ages reported along its
course from Providence
to Cadiz late last week,
most observers were im-
pressed by the profes-
sional job done by Miller
Transportation, which
was in charge of delivery.

Keith Todd, spokesper-
son for the Kentucky
Transportation Cabinet,
said Kentucky Vehicle
Enforcement filed an in-
cident report for damage
done to a utility pole and
lines in Webster County,
and Crittenden County
Judge-Executive Perry
Newcom said engineers
will continue monitoring
a couple of bridges in
eastern Crittenden
County that were not
rated for such a load. He
also expressed concern
for streets and roads that
could endure latent dam-
age since there had been
so much rainfall lately
that might make them
more susceptible to dam-
age. Otherwise there was
no broad concern for any
damage that the rig
might have left in its
wake. Todd said the 19-
axle trailer is designed to
distribute the load across
a wider base therefore
lessening the chance for
damage to highways.

“That’s the biggest
thing I’ve ever seen,” said
Kathleen Guess, one of
dozens of curiosity seek-
ers who stepped out of
their homes and offices
as the entourage passed
through town. 

Guess is a librarian at
the public library in
town. She said there was
some conversation and

query during story hour
Friday morning as antic-
ipation grew with most in
town knowing the big
load was coming
through.

“We wondered why it
didn’t go down the river,”
she said.

Cost is what most ex-
perts opined. A handful
of people in town with
knowledge of such un-
dertakings said lifting
such a piece from one
transport vehicle to an-
other – such as onto a
tractor-trailer then off to
a barge or railcar and
then back to a tractor
trailer and off of it at the
final destination – would
be costly.

The route for this mis-
sion was mapped out
and predicted to take
about three weeks, ac-
cording to crew mem-
bers. Todd said the crew
figured it was still on
schedule to arrive at its
designation by this com-
ing weekend, pretty
closes to the original
schedule.

The cargo was halted in
eastern Crittenden

County at about midday
Wednesday by state po-
lice who wanted to verify
the shipping agent’s per-
mit. Although Miller
Transportation had the
right credentials, Todd
said the Kentucky De-
partment of Transporta-
tion became involved in
helping the crew plan
their route through the
remainder of Kentucky.
The tractor-trailer had
entered Kentucky at
Henderson from south-
ern Indiana, Judge New-
com said.

Steve Hill, who owns
the property where the
load was parked for parts
of three days last week,
said he was out of town
while it was idled there.
When he returned home
over the weekend, an in-
spection found every-
thing to be in order. The
rig had pulled into a
gravel area next to grain
bins on his farm, which
had been rocked heavily
in order to accommodate
heavy farm traffic.

Among the route op-
tions being considered by
the crew was through

Marion and along U.S. 60
West to Paducah. Todd
said engineers nixed that
idea immediately due to
the condition of the
bridge at Smithland.

With some advice from
transportation depart-
ment officials and a day-
long reconnaissance of
its immediate options,
Todd said the crew drew
up a road plan that took
the convoy through Mar-
ion, Fredonia, Eddyville
on U.S. 641 then to Lam-
asco on Ky. 93 and on
into Cadiz via Ky. 139
where it stopped for the
night on Friday.

The superload was
having to skirt its way
through rural secondary
roads because over-
passes on interstates are
too low to accommodate
its more than 17-foot
height. Clearance under
interstate bridges in Ken-
tucky are rated at 16-
feet-6 inches, Todd said.

“The power companies,
KU and Kenergy, were
originally really con-
cerned and wanted some
of their crew going along
with them,” Todd said.
“But after they watched
them go through an in-
tersection and how they
handled the power lines,
they realized these guys
knew what they were
doing.”

There was some initial
negative reaction to the

big load rolling along
rural roads, creating traf-
fic jams and problems for
other big rigs like tractor-
trailers and buses which
cannot turn around eas-
ily or maneuver off the
edge of roadways to avoid
big loads like this. Todd
said those issues were
largely due to the fact
that there had been no
forewarning. He said
some personnel changes
in the highway depart-
ment may have con-
tributed to the absence of
information ahead of the
transport.

There were also some
incidental expenses to
local taxpayers because
city, county and state

employees had to spend
time preparing for and
assisting the load
through town.

The specialized hauling
trailer requires regular
maintenance to assure
hydraulic controls that
steer the rear unit of the
trailer are working prop-
erly, so it remained
parked in Trigg County
over the weekend. The rig
was not expected to be
back on the road until
Wednesday. The idle time
also allowed the crew to
map out its final route
through Kentucky and
into Tennessee. Plans
were to head south on
Wednesday taking Ky.
139 to the state line.

Floyd
John "J.W." Floyd, 99, of

Marion died Friday, Feb. 14,
2020 at his home. 

Survivors include his son,
Brian Floyd (Susan); two
daughters, Rhonda Ellis (Jerry)
and Lori Long (Wayne); grand-
children, Bobby Floyd, Bradley
Floyd (Christy), Brian Floyd
(Sarah Lindsey), Jenny Al-
bright (Ricky), Denise Montalta
(Jeremy), Angela Burchett
(John), and Rebecca Long.

He was preceded in death by
his wife, Wilma Floyd; and his
parents, Volentine and Ethyl
Floyd.

Services were Tuesday, Feb.
18 at Gilbert Funeral Home.
Burial was at Mapleview Ceme-
tery. 

For Online Condolences
myersfuneralhomeonline.com
boydfuneraldirectors.com
gilbertfunerals.com

Winstead
William “Bill” Winstead, 77,

former principal bassoonist of
the Cincinnati Symphony Or-
chestra and a composer and
teacher, died Feb. 12, 2020 fol-
lowing a brief illness. 

A graduate of Crittenden
County High School, he was
selected as the school’s Distin-
guished Alumnus in 2017.

Winstead had served as pro-
fessor of bassoon at the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati
College-Conservatory of Music
for 30 years, receiving the Out-
standing Adjunct Faculty
Award in 2006-07. 

He retired in 2018 after 32
years with the orchestra.

Besides the Cincinnati Sym-
phony, Winstead’s music has
been performed by ensembles
including the Pittsburgh Sym-
phony and the Philadelphia
Orchestra. In 1976, he re-
ceived a grant from the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts
for a bicentennial work for nar-
rator and orchestra. He also

wrote chamber music and
works for solo bassoon. 

Winstead was born in Hop-
kinsville and raised in Critten-
den County. He began
studying the piano at age three
and was composing by age five.
As a teenager, he attended the
Curtis Institute of Music in
Philadelphia, where he studied
the bassoon with renowned
bassoonist Sol Schoenbach. He
later received an artist diploma
and bachelor's degree in bas-
soon from Curtis, followed by a
master’s degree in theory and
composition from West Virginia
University. 

Besides teaching at CCM,
Winstead taught bassoon,
piano, music theory and com-
position at West Virginia Uni-
versity, Indiana-Purdue
University, Florida State Uni-
versity and Oberlin Conserva-
tory of Music.

Winstead was preceded in
death by his parents, Bill and
Imogene Winstead; and his
partner, William Loring.

Visitation will begin at 4:30

p.m., on Sunday, Feb. 23 with
the funeral to follow at 6:30
p.m., in Corbett Tower at
Music Hall on the Cincinnati
campus.

Memorials may be made to
the University of Cincinnati
College-Conservatory of Music,
P.O. Box 210003, Cincinnati
45221-0003; or to the Cincin-
nati Symphony Orchestra,
1241 Elm St., Cincinnati
45202.

Chittenden
John Albert

“Johnny” Chitten-
den Sr., 50, of
Carrsville died
Thursday, Feb. 13,
2020 at Mercy
Health Lourdes
Hospital in Padu-
cah.

He was born to
the late George Louis Chitten-
den and Christine Driver Chit-
tenden on Sept. 3, 1969 in
Livingston County. He enjoyed
being outdoors with his sons.

Surviving are two sons, John
Albert Chittenden Jr., and Jar-
rod Chittenden both of
Carrsville; four brothers, Paul
Wayne Chittenden of Burna,
Mickey Chittenden of Smith-
land, Terry Chittenden of
Smithland and Timmy Chit-
tenden of Kirksey; two sisters,
Linnie Tinsley of Marion and
Cathy Curnel of Salem; two
grandchildren, Rowan Carter
and Reign Elizabeth Chitten-
den; and several nieces and
nephews and great-nieces and
nephews.

He was preceded in death by
his parents; two brothers, Greg
Stephen Chittenden and
Robert Louis Chittenden. 

Services were Monday, Feb.
17 in the chapel of Boyd Fu-
neral Directors and Cremation
Services with the Rev. Gary
Murray officiating. Burial was
at Good Hope Cemetery.

Archives of Local Obituaries
for more than 20 years are

available online at 
The-Press.com
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It was a parade-like atmosphere as people came out to
watch the Wide Load Show pass through town.

A member of the support crew in a bucket truck lifted
the traffic light at the intersection in downtown Marion
so the load could pass underneath.



sale
INDOOR ESTATE SALE, 
Fri. and Sat., 8 a.m.-4 
p.m., 649 S. Main, Mari-
on. Household contents, 
misc. items,  electronics, 
cash only. (1t-33-p)

employment
The Earle C. Clements 
Job Corps Academy is 
seeking employees.  We 
offer a competitive sala-
ry, benefits package and 
advancement opportu-
nities.  Full-time, part-
time, and substitute po-
sitions available.  MTC 
is an equal opportunity 
employer-Minori ty/Fe-
male/Disabled/Veteran.  
To view current open-
ings and qualifications 
and to apply, please 
visit our website: www.
mtcjobs.com. “Building 
Tomorrow’s Futures To-
day.” (4t-34-p)

services
VALLEY VIEW Win-
dows, Custom Built Vi-
nyl Windows, we install 
for new construction and 
replacements. Aquila A. 
Yoder, Jr., 1240 Valley 
View Rd., Marion, KY 
42064. (52t-28-2021-p)
CONCRETE WORK: 
Parking lots, garages, 
steel buildings, walls, 
sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions. Call for 
quote (270) 724-4672, 
Joe Mattingly Concrete 
Construction. (13-24-p)

notice
Advertise your job 
opening, event, items 
for sale, auction etc. in 
this newspaper plus 83 
other Kentucky news-
papers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Lead-
er, The (Providence) 
Journal-Enterprise, The 
Union County Advocate, 
The Henderson Gleaner, 
The Livingston Ledger 
and The (Madisonville) 
Messenger and for only 
$250. Save time and 
money by making one 
call for all! For more in-
formation, contact the 
classified department at 
(270) 965-3191 or email 
us at advertising@the-
press.com.

legal notices
Notice is hereby given 
that on February 12, 
2020 Justin Rice of 3676 
Laredo Drive, Lexington, 
Ky. 40517 was appoint-
ed executor with will 
annexed of Robert Lee 
Rice, deceased, whose 

address was 413 Dry 
Branch Road, Marion, 
Ky. 42064. Hon. Rebec-
ca Johnson, P.O. Box 
415, Marion, Ky. 42064, 
attorney.
All persons having 
claims against said es-
tate are hereby notified 
to present the same 
properly proven as re-
quired by law to the ex-
ecutor with will annexed 
on or before the 12th 
day of August, 2020 and 
all claims not so proven 
and presented by that 
date shall be forever 
barred.
All persons indebted to 
the estate of the above-
named decedent, will 
please call and settle 
said debts immediately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk 
(1t-33-c)
Notice is hereby given 
that on February 12, 
2020 James Emmerson 
Witherspoon of 1340 
S.R. 365, Marion, Ky. 
42064 was appointed 
executor of Brenton H. 
Witherspoon, deceased, 
whose address was 79 
S.R. 654, Marion, Ky. 
42064. Robert B. Frazer, 
attorney.
All persons having 
claims against said es-
tate are hereby notified 
to present the same 
properly proven as re-
quired by law to the ex-
ecutor before the 12th 
day of August, 2020 and 
all claims not so proven 
and presented by that 
date shall be forever 
barred.
All persons indebted to 
the estate of the above-
named decedent, will 
please call and settle 
said debts immediately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk 
(1t-33-c)
I, Melissa Guill, Clerk of 
Crittenden County Dis-
trict Court Marion, Ky. do 
certify that the following 
has filed notice of Final 
Settlement:
Sheila Jenkins of 607 
West Gum Street, Mari-
on, Ky. administratrix of 
Geneva A. Herrington, 
deceased.
The foregoing settle-
ment is to be heard at 
the regular session of 
Crittenden District Court 
on March 11, 2020 at 9 
a.m. All persons having 
exceptions to said set-
tlements are to file same 
at once.
Melissa Guill, Clerk
Crittenden District Court 
(1t-33-c)

statewides
Adult
LOOKING FOR LOVE or 
just a friendly chat? Con-
nect with Latino singles 
in your area. 18-Plus 
Call 1-866-686-5936. 
Try it free.
TIRED OF THE same 
old dating sites? Meet 
real people in your area 
and make a new con-
nection on your terms! 
18 plus only. Call 1-855-
850-1741
Make a Connection. 
Real People, Flirty Chat. 
Meet singles right now! 
Call Livelinks. Try it 
FREE. Call now. 1-888-
979-2264
Automobiles
KYANA GIANT INDOOR 
Swap Meet. 54th Year! 
EARLY NEW DATES! 
Sat. Feb 29 • 8am - 6pm; 
Sun. March 1 • 8am 
- 4pm. KY Exposition 
Center, Louisville, KY. 7 
Acres, 1100 Spaces In-
side, Heat & Air. Cash & 
Prizes! Admission $10. 
Children under 12 Free. 
Info: www.kyanaswap-
meet.com or Chester 
Robinson, 502-619-2916
CASH FOR CARS! We 
buy all cars! Junk, high-
end, totaled – it doesn’t 
matter! Get free towing 
and same day cash! 
NEWER MODELS too! 
Call 1-833-258-7036
Donate your car, truck or 
van. Help veterans find 
jobs or start a business. 
Call Patriotic Hearts 
Foundation. Fast, FREE 
pick-up. Max tax-de-
duction. Operators are 
standing by! Call 1-866-
495-0115
Cable/Utilities
Get NFL Sunday Tick-
et FREE w/ DIRECTV 
Choice All-Included 
Package. $59.99/month 
for 12 months. 185 
Channels PLUS Thou-
sands of Shows/Movies 
On Demand. FREE Ge-
nie HD DVR Upgrade. 
Call 1-866-292-5435
DIRECTV NOW. No 
Satellite Needed. $40/
month. 65 Channels. 

Stream Breaking News, 
Live Events, Sports & 
On Demand Titles. No 
Annual Contract. No 
Commitment.  CALL 
1-833-743-7168
DISH Network $59.99 
For 190 Channels! Add 
High Speed Internet for 
ONLY $19.95/month. 
Call Today for $100 
Gift Card! Best Value & 
Technology. FREE In-
stallation. Call 1-855-
633-4574 (some restric-
tions apply)
DISH TV - $59.99/month 
for 190 channels. $100 
Gift Card with Qualify-
ing Service! Free pre-
mium channels (Show-
time, Starz, & more) for 
3 months. Voice remote 
included. Restrictions 
apply, call for details. 
Call 1-855-303-4767
Cellular
Two great new offers 
from AT&T Wireless! 
Ask how to get the new 
iPhone 11 or Next Gen-
eration Samsung Galaxy 
S10e ON US with AT&Ts 
Buy one, Give One of-
fer. While supplies last! 
CALL 1-866-799-9268
Farm Equipment
Quality Used Farm and 
Construction Equipment 
(Trucking available to 
50 states). Powder Mills 
Farm Equipment, Mag-
nolia, KY, 42757, 270-
528-2583 www.powder-
millsfarmequip.com
GOT LAND? Our Hunt-
ers will Pay Top $$$ To 
hunt your land. Call for 
a FREE info packet & 
Quote. 1-866-309-1507 
www.BaseCampLeas-
ing.com
Financial Services
ATTENTION ALL HOME-
OWNERS in jeopardy 
of foreclosure? We can 
help stop your home 
from foreclosure The 
Foreclosure Defense 
helpline can help save 
your home. The Call is 
absolutely free 1-855-
685-9465
Have $10K In Debt? 
Credit Cards. Medical 
Bills. Personal Loans. 
Be Debt Free in 24-48 
Months. Call NATIONAL 
DEBT RELIEF! Know 
Your Options. Get a 
FREE debt relief quote: 
Call 1-877-934-0632
Health Services
LIVE PAIN FREE with 
CBD products from Ace-
Wellness. We guarantee 
highest quality, most 
competitive pricing on 
CBD products. Softgels, 
Oils, Skincare, Vape & 
more. Coupon Code: 
PRINT20Call Now 855-
780-8704

VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS! Cut your drug 
costs! SAVE $$! 50 Pills 
for $99.00. FREE Ship-
ping! 100% Guaranteed 
and Discreet. CALL 
1-855-535-2511
Help Wanted - Truck 
Drivers
NEW STARTING BASE 
PAY - .50 cpm w/ op-
tion to make .60 cpm 
for Class A CDL Flatbed 
Drivers, Excellent Ben-
efits, Home Weekends, 
Call 800-648-9915 or 
www.boydandsons.com
Home Improvement
BATHROOM RENOVA-
TIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize 
in safe bathing. Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & 
seated showers. Call for 
a free in-home consulta-
tion: 1-844-519-3621
Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFil-
ter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter esti-
mate today.15% off and 
0% financing for those 
who qualify. PLUS Se-
nior & Military Discounts. 
Call 1-866-329-2415
Internet/Phone Service
Earthlink High Speed 
Internet. As Low As 
$14.95/month (for the 
first 3 months.) Reliable 
High Speed  Fiber Op-
tic Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and More! 
Call Earthlink Today 
1-866-930-8254
Legal Services
LUNG CANCER? And 
Age 60+? You And Your 
Family May Be Enti-
tled To Significant Cash 
Award. Call 888-888-
8888 for Information. No 

Risk. No Money Out Of 
Pocket. 1-866-826-1890
Medical
Stay in your home longer 
with an American Stan-
dard Walk-In Bathtub. 
Receive up to $1,500 off, 
including a free toilet, 
and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installa-
tion! Call us at 1-877-
530-1935 or visit www.
walkintubquote.com/KY
Portable Oxygen Con-
centrator May Be Cov-
ered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 
844-254-2147
Office Space For Rent
FOR RENT — Office 
space in association of-
fice park in Frankfort, 
near I-64 and US 127 
South. Approximately 
500 square feet in one 
portion of the building. 
Includes bathroom and 
access to kitchen area 
and conference room. 
Rent is $750 per month 
and includes electrici-
ty, gas and water. Tele-
phone and internet ac-
cess is negotiable with 
additional monthly fee. 
Call Bonnie Howard at 
502-223-8821 for more 
information or to make 
an appointment to see 
the office space.
Professional Organiza-
tions
A PLACE FOR MOM. 
The nation’s largest se-
nior living referral ser-
vice. Contact our trust-
ed, local experts today! 
Our service is FREE/no 
obligation. CALL 1-855-
670-0186
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information@the-press.com

Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or less are $6 for one 
week, with a 10-cent charge for each word over 
the initial 20. Run the same ad for consecutive 
issues for only $4 each week. Now, all regular 
classified ads are placed on our Web site, 
www.the-press.com, at no extra charge.
You can also reach more than one million 
readers with one call! Contact the classified 
department for more information about placing 
a 25-word classified in 70 newspapers for only 
$250.
It is the policy of The Crittenden Press Inc., to 
fully comply with the Fair Housing Act and to 
never knowingly publish advertisements that 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, 
national origin, sex, disability or family status. If 
you believe an advertisement published in this 
newspaper is discriminatory, please contact 
the publisher immediately at (270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for ads on this page 
are within the 270 area code unless otherwise 
noted.
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Owner Marion Feed Mill
Michael Lanham

Q:What kind of feed do you
make?

A: We make all kinds of feed. We
are full custom meal; we make sheep
feed, goat feed, horse feed, pig feed
and all sorts of different cow feeds. At
the Feed Mill, we make pretty much
anything.

Q:Where do you get the ingredi-
ents?

A:Our ingredients come from
several different places. We get items
from Wisconsin; we get oats and stuff
from areas far North like that.  We get
products from Botkins, Ohio. One
company that we get our liquid mo-
lasses from is in New Orleans. We get
things from Mount Vernon, Indiana;
Nashville, Tennessee; Illinois and
everywhere in between. Our corn
product items come from local farm-
ers.

Q:How many of those products
come from local farmers?

A:All the corn products come
from our local farmers. Our corn prod-
ucts come from farmers in the Critten-
den, Union, Livingston and Caldwell
area. We take that corn and then
process it into something else based
on need. Most things are taking corn,
either cracking or crushing it, and then
putting supplements with it to produce
other things. 

Q:How many area farmers do
you serve? Are they all local?

A:A good estimate is that half of
our consumers are based in the Crit-
tenden County community. In addition
to that, our business serves lots of
local farmers.  However, we also have
customers that come from different
areas as well. We have a lot of people
from Southern Illinois and we even
have a couple from Tennessee. Dur-
ing hunting season, you will find peo-
ple from Florida and Alabama. 

Q:What is the busiest time of year
and how does your volume vary
based on the time of year?

A:The busiest time of the year is
from September to whenever spring
arises. Our slowest time is around
June, July and August. Sometimes,
those months of the year will get
busier if there is a drought and farm-
ers are required to supplement their
animals due to weather. The busiest
time of the year is this time of year
whenever there is no grass growing,
days are short and it's cold outside be-
cause people are having to feed ani-
mals more in the winter. 

STAFF REPORT
In light of a recent

phone scam targeting its
customers, Farmers
Bank and Trust Co., of
Marion has deployed a
new layer of security to
beef up protection for
those who use mobile
banking.
In a message sent to

online banking cus-
tomers last week, the
bank announced the
measure which took ef-
fect on Tuesday. Most of
those targeted in the
scam were Person to Per-
son or P2P mobile bank-
ing users. The P2P
platform is used by apps
such as Venmo, Google
Pay, Square Cash, Pay-
Pal.Me and Facebook
Messenger to name a
few. P2P payments reach
nearly $100 billion in the
United States annually.
The platforms allow per-
son to person payments

in order to split a check
for dinner or pay rent.
The fraudsters were

able to gain critical infor-
mation on bank cus-
tomers, including their
phone number and other
account information. The
scammers phoned cus-
tomers seeking further
information that would
help them take money
from the customer’s ac-
count. It worked in some
cases. 
While the bank issued

a statement warning
customers against giving
information to anyone
over the phone, it quickly
developed a new line of
security that requires
customers to verify
transfers before they’re
made. Customers can
choose the means by
which they’re notified
and will be prompted to
do so upon first signing
into a P2P app.

STAFF REPORT
Although he lived alone

a few blocks from down-
town, John “J.W.” Floyd
was not without many
friends.
Those who routinely

encountered the elderly
man who died in a mo-
bile home fire Friday
night have expressed
their sorrow at the
tragedy.
Firemen responded to

a blaze on Nichols Ave.,
at about 8 p.m. The
home was fully engulfed
when they arrived. Once
they’d extinguished the
blaze, Floyd’s body was
found in his bed.
Marion Fire Chief Red

Howton said it appears
that a heater was the
source of the fire. It was
the coldest night of the
month and one of the
chilliest so far this win-
ter, dropping down into
the low teens.
Floyd was a soft-spo-

ken, pleseant gentleman
who was still driving de-
spite his advanced age.
He was a recognizable
figure around town, but
few knew his first name.
An article about the fire
posted online over the
weekend drew an out-
pouring of prayers and
sympathy, most reflect-
ing on his “sweet sto-
ries.”
“We just knew him as

Mr. Floyd,” said Tiffany
Hunter, who works as a
clerk at Five Star Con-
venience Center in Mar-
ion. She said he came
into the store almost
daily.
He loved striking up

conversations with just
about anyone who’d take
the time. Floyd never met
a stranger. He told sto-
ries, some about life’s
lessons and others about
places he’d been. The
Grand Canyon was one
of his favorites.
He frequented just

about every public place
in town, particulary gro-
ceries and convenience
stores, and the court-
house.
“I will sure miss our

chats at Food Giant and
at the couthouse,” said
Rick Mills, a deputy and

court baliff.
Hunter said Floyd had

recently revealed to her
that he was soon going
into a nursing home.
“He was so excited be-

cause he knew he would
have lots of people to talk
to,” she said.
Although many had

created a friendship with
Floyd, few knew details
of his past. During his
earlier life Floyd had
worked in a sawmill. His
wife, Wilma, had passed
away in 2011.
Coroner Brad Gilbert

said Floyd died of smoke
inhalation. See obituary
on page 10.

Crittenden County Senior Center
210 N Walker St  I  Marion

Tips for Living 
Safely as a 

Senior Adult
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2020

PRESENTS

Topics
Internet Safety and Fraud Prevention
Craig Ferfecki  I  IT Manager, First United Bank 

Choosing a Safe Assisted Living Facility
Emily Dominquez  I  Breckenridge Place Assisted Living

Please join us 
for this FREE 
informative session!

11:30 PM (during lunch, after bingo)

J.W. Floyd was well
known and beloved in
Marion.

Floyd’s death touches many who
had befriended him around town

J.W. Floyd’s
mobile home
on Nichols
Ave., a block
off Main
Street, was
completely
engulfed in
flames when
firemen ar-
rived around
8 p.m., Fri-
day night.

Local bank adds new
layer of protection 
following scam attack

KY TODAY
The Department of the

Army announced last
week the activation of an
additional corps head-
quarters, called Fifth
Corps (V Corps), which
will be located at Fort
Knox.
The V Corps Head-

quarters will consist of
approximately 635 sol-
diers, of which approxi-
mately 200 will support
an operational command
post in Europe on a rota-
tional basis. The Corps
Headquarters is pro-
jected to be operational
by the fall of 2020.
The command will en-

hance U.S. Army Europe

and U.S. European Com-
mand as they work
alongside allies and part-
ners to promote regional
stability and security, the
Army said.
The establishment of V

Corps enables the Army
to fulfill requirements of
the National Defense
Strategy. It also supports
a U.S. European Com-
mand request for in-
creased command and
control capability, and
will support U.S. inter-
ests, allies and partners
in the region.
Benning, Ga. And Fort

Drum, N.Y., were the
other finalists for the
headquarters.

Army’s new corps command
coming to Fort Knox this year
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